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NINETY    years    of    Instructor    history     are 
indicated     on     our     cover     this     month. 
Seventeen  typical  covers  are  reproduced, 
representing    nine    decades    and    many    cover 
designs. 

Numbers  above  indicate  the  year  of  each 
cover.     For   example,    "67"    indicates    1867. 

While  George  Q.  Cannon  was  serving  as  a 
missionary  in  other  parts  of  the  earth,  he  felt 
that  one  of  the  greatest  missions  was  right 
here  at  home,  among  our  young  people. 
Therefore,  vi'hen  he  returned  home  from  a 
mission  to  Europe  in  1864,  he  plunged  into 
the  Sunday  School  movement  with  great 
earnestness. 

One  of  his  first  objectives  was  to  publish 
a  magazine  called  the  Juvenile  Instructor.  It 
was  to  be  used  in  furthering  the  work  of  the 
Sunday  Schools.  He  hoped  to  print  the  first 
'rc-'p  in  time  for  the  October  Conference  in 
1865.  However,  scarcity  of  suitable  paper 
delayed  the  project.  The  first  issue  of  the 
new  magazine  was  printed  in  January,    1866. 

History  is  revealed  in  the  covers  of  The 
Instructor! 

-K.  S.  B. 
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PRESIDENT  DAVID  O.  McKAY'S  PAGE 

TF,  as  it  has  been  said,  the  babe  "is  the  center  of 
the  universe,"  then  man  is  the  center  of  all  social 
activity.  "Man  is  the  Jewel  of  God,  who  has  created 
this  material  world  to  keep  His  treasure  in."  This  is 
just  another  way  of  saying  that  the  earth  was  created 
for  man  and  not  man  for  the  earth. 

I  am  one  of  those  who  believe  that  all  institutions 
and  organizations  exist  primarily  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  to  the  individual  his  rights,  his  happiness, 
and  proper  development  of  his  character.  As  soon  as 
organizations  fail  to  accomplish  this  purpose  their  use- 
fulness ceases.  "So  act,"  says  Kant,  "as  to  treat  human- 
ity, whether  in  your  own  person  or  that  of  another, 
in  every  case  as  an  end,  never  as  a  means  only." 

In  all  ages  of  the  world,  men  have  been  prone  to 
ignore  the  personality  of  others  and  to  disregard  men's 
rights  by  closing  against  them  the  opportunity  to  de- 
velop. The  worth  of  man  is  a  good  measuring  rod  by 
which  we  may  judge  of  the  rightfulness  or  wrongful- 
ness of  a  policy  or  principle  whether  in  government, 
in  business,  or  in  social  affairs. 
Aristocracy  of  Brute  Force 

Taking  a  long  glance  at  the  world's  history  with  its 
confused  mass  of  tangled  events,  we  can  glimpse  an 
ever-increasing  group  momentum  in  favor  of  the  rights 
of  the  individual.  There  was  a  time  even  since  history 
began  when  men  were  ruled  by  the  aristocracy  of 
brute  force.  Under  this  condition  developed  such  group 
powers  as  the  Huns,  who  ruled  at  one  time  all  peoples 
between  the  Caspian  and  the  Chinese  border.  Under 
this  power  the  masses  were  but  serfs.  Indeed  all  con- 
quered groups  were  compelled  to  pay  tribute  to  the 
conquerors.  Those  who  refused  were  either  subdued 
or  exterminated.  At  one  time,  for  example,  the  entire 
region  between  the  Black  Sea  and  the  Mediterranean 
was  laid  waste— a  good  illustration  of  "man's  inhumani- 
ty to  man." 
The  Aristocracy  of  Birth 

Centuries  passed  and  we  find  the  world  governed 
principally  by  the  aristocracy  of  birth.  The  ruling 
power  was  climaxed  in  the  declaration  of  the  weak 
king,  James  the  Sixth  of  Scotland,  who  became  James 
the  First  of  England  and  who  made  the  declaration 
that  kings  rule  by  divine  right.  Under  this  regime, 
also,  the  individual  who  represented  the  masses  was 
but  a  vassal  whose  principal  right  to  existence  in  the 
mind  of  the  ruling  class  was  to  pay  tribute. 


the  Jewel  of  Ljod 


However,  the  aristocracy  of  birth  has  crumbled. 
Thrones  of  Emperors  and  Kings  are  today  unoccupied. 
Titles  may  be  bought  for  the  fourth  of  a  common 
fortune  or  for  the  wealth  of  an  actress. 

We  are  living  in  an  age  of  changing  opinions,  of 
swiftly  shifting  human  relations.  Man's  wisdom  seems 
baffled.  In  all  our  readjustments,  plans  and  policies 
we  cannot  do  better  than  keep  in  mind  the  divine 
admonition  that  "the  worth  of  souls  is  great  in  the  sight 
of  God." 

There  has  been  no  little  discussion  as  to  whether 
the  individual  or  society  is  the  great  end  of  all  social 
developments.  "From  the  Christian  point  of  view  there 
needs  be  no  hesitancy  in  the  answer  so  far  as  man 
is  concerned.  The  saved  individual  is  the  supreme  end 
of  the  Divine  Will." 
Choicest  Truths  Given  to  Individuals 

Jesus  sought  the  welfare  of  the  individual,  and  in- 
dividuals grouped  and  laboring  for  the  general  welfare 
of  the  whole  in  conformity  with  the  principles  of  the 
Gospel  constitute  the  Kingdom  of  God.  Many  of  the 
choicest  truths  of  the  Gospel  were  given  in  conversa- 
tions with  individuals.  It  was  while  Jesus  talked  with 
Nicodemus  that  He  gave  us  the  message  relative  to 
baptism  and  being  born  again.  From  the  conversation 
with  the  woman  of  Samaria  is  disclosed  the  truth  that 
they  who  worship  God  must  worship  in  spirit  and  in 
truth.  From  that  with  Mary  and  Martha,  we  get  the 
divine  declaration:  "...  I  am  the  resurrection,  and  the 
life:  he  that  believeth  in  me,  though  he  were  dead,  yet 
shall  he  live."  (John  11:25.) 

Jesus'  regard  for  personality  was  supreme.  When 
the  Pharisees  dragged  into  his  presence  the  woman 
taken  in  adultery,  Christ  saw  through  the  soul  that  had 
been  stained  with  sin  the  personality  that  still  con- 
tained the  spark  of  hope,  which  He  kindled  into  a  light 
that  warmed  and  guided  a  personality  back  to  confi- 
dence and  perhaps  to  righteousness. 
Special  Meaning  to  Latter-day  Saints 

To  the  members  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints,  the  worth  of  the  individual  has 
special  meaning.  Quorums,  auxiliaries,  wards,  stakes, 
even  the  Church  itself  are  all  organized  to  further  the 
welfare  of  man.  All  are  but  means  to  an  end,  and  that 
end  is  the  happiness  and  eternal  welfare  of  every  child 
of  God. 

With  wards,  quorums,  organizations  and  auxiharies 
in  mind,  I  wish  to  suggest  again  three  major  means 
of  winning  souls  to  Christ: 

1.  Enrollment  of  every  individual. 

2.  Personal  contact. 

3.  Group  service. 

These  three  plans  or  conditions  are  already  operat- 
ing in  the  Church,  but  unless  they  function  they  will 
be  ineffective  in  accomplishing  the  purposes  for  which 
they  have  been  established.  They  will  be  like  a  sugar 
factory  in  which  the  wheels  are  silent  and  rusty. 
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The  first  duty  of  each  of  these  organizations  is  to 
enroll  every  individual  who  belongs  to  it,  not  only 
enroll  but  know  the  conditions  under  which  each  per- 
son lives. 

The  second  condition  is  personal  contact. 

The  third  is  service.  It  is  not  enough  to  know,  and 
it  is  not  sufficient  to  visit,  for  no  person  can  become 
very  enthused  with  the  principles  and  doctrines  of  the 
Gospel  unless  he  lives  them.  "If  ye  will  do  the  will,  ye 
shall  know,"  is  a  fundamental  law  of  spiritual  growth. 

I  appeal  to  all  members  of  the  Church,  and  particu- 
larly to  presidents  of  quorums  and  to  oificers  of  all 
auxiliaries  to  put  forth  a  unified  eflFort  to  make  sweeter 
and  better  the  lives  of  men.  Only  in  such  effort  can 
the  high  ideal  for  which  the  Church  was  organized  be 
realized. 
Duty  of  Individual  to  Society 

While  emphasizing  the  worth  of  the  individual,  I 
wish  to  say  that  the  individual  in  turn  owes  a  duty 
to  society.  The  world  today  perhaps  as  never  before 
is  demanding  that  the, employer  consider  his  employee 
not  merely  as  a  part  of  a  machine  to  make  money,  but 
as  a  living,  sensitive  being  entitled  to  justice  and  right. 
It  is  equally  obligatory  upon  the  employee  to  recog- 
nize the  employer  as  one  who  has  equal  privileges. 

This  is  a  time  in  which  we  should  renew  and  re- 
kindle the  faith  of  our  fathers.  On  every  hand  "we  see 
social  unrest;  unloving  and  unlovely  men,  greed,  selfish- 


ness, political  corruption.  We  see  people  indifferent, 
pleasure-seeking,  ignorant,  far  from  following  a  life  of 
service.  Plans  fail,  and  success  seems  a  Utopian  dream. 
The  materialistic  philosophy  of  life  which  so  largely 
controls  our  thinking  today  has  nearly  succeeded  in 
convincing  the  world  that  a  man's  life  does  consist  in 
the  abundance  of  things  which  he  possesses." 
The  Aristocracy  of  Character 

It  is  time  for  the  world  to  try  Christ's  teachings. 
The  Church  of  Christ  is  so  completely  organized  and 
so  constituted  to  inspire  its  members  that  we  may  con- 
fidently look  forward  to  the  day  when  all  individuals 
will  have  a  fair  chance  for  the  joy  of  living,  when 
men  will  be  measured  by  what  they  are  and  not  merely 
by  what  they  possess,  and  when  an  aristocracy  of 
character  will  govern  in  organized  society. 

"Then  let  us  pray  that  come  it  may 
As  come  it  will  for  a'  that, 

That  man  to  man  the  world  o'er 
Shall  brithers  be  for  a'  that." 
Carlyle  answered  the  age-old  question,  "What  is  the 
chief  end  of  man?"  by  saying:  "To  glorify  God  and 
enjoy  him  forever."  And  the  Prophet  Joseph  brought 
to  light  the  great  truth  that  God's  work  and  glory  is 
"to  bring  to  pass  the  immortality  and  eternal  life  of 


man. 


May  the  Lord  continually  inspire  us  to  aid  in  this 
divine  consummation. 


WHY  BE  A  TEACHER? 


'T'HE  greatest  happiness  and  satis- 
faction in  life  comes  from  doing 
something  worthwhile:  achieving, 
creating,  doing  a  challenging  task- 
all  in  service  to  others. 

The  artist  uses  paints,  canvas, 
easel  and  brushes,  and  with  these 
creates  a  beautiful  painting.  The 
composer  takes  a  blank  page,  and 
with  ink  records  the  music  that  sings 
within  him,  and  he  stirs  the  world. 
The  architect,  with  paper  and  pen- 
cil, draws  lines,  and  before  our  eyes 
rises  a  temple,  a  home,  a  school,  or 
an  Empire  State  Building.  The  farm- 
er uses  the  plow,  the  disk,  and  the 
harrow,  and  from  the  fertile  soil  he 
watches  life  spring  that  helps  feed 
a  nation.  Each,  in  his  accomplish- 
ments, receives  joy  and  satisfaction 
that  can  not  be  measured. 

The   teacher   works   with    living 


"Sunday    School    Superintendent    of    Maricopa 
(Arizona)  Stake. 


By  Lorenzo  Lisonbee* 

souls.  His  tools  are  his  personality, 
his  sincerity,  his  knowledge,  his  con- 
victions, his  ability  to  inspire,  his 
ability  to  influence  and  direct 
thought,  his  methods  and  techniques. 
The  teacher  cannot  force  anyone 
to  learn,  any  more  than  a  man  can 
be  forced  to  heaven.  Therefore,  the 
teacher  leads,  provokes  thinking, 
makes  clear  a  point.  The  teacher 
uses  explanations,  illustrations,  and 
techniques  that  are  compatible  with 
the  ages  and  the  personalities  in  the 
group  he  is  teaching. 

An  idea  is  presented,  the  brain 
processes  it,  the  soul  responds,  and, 
forever  after,  that  person  is  a  difer- 
ent  person.  There  may  be  a  change 
in  attitude,  or  the  establishment  of 
a  new  ideal.  A  new  conviction  may 
be  acquired,  or  a  testimony  strength- 
ened. There  may  be  a  greater  appre- 
ciation of  divine  truths,  or  a  stronger 
desire  to  live  these  truths. 


In  the  ever-present  fight  between 
good  and  evil,  the  side  that  provokes 
the  most  thinking  in  sympathy  with 
its  cause  is  the  side  that  is  winning 
the  soul. 

The  satisfaction  that  comes  in  see- 
ing that  he  has  helped  a  soul  onward 
to  eternal  happiness  is  the  profit  of 
the  teacher.  It  may  be  a  former 
pupil  who  is  serving  successfully  as 
a  missionary,  or  who  is  a  good  parent 
and  is  teaching  his  children  right- 
eous ways. 

A  teacher  engaged  in  the  Master's 
work  leaves  a  mark  on  every  soul 
who  has  come  to  be  taught.  That 
mark  must  be  good. 

"And  if  it  so  be  that  you  should 
labor  all  your  days  .  .  .  and  bring, 
save  it  be  one  soul  unto  me,  how 
great  shall  be  your  joy  with  him  in 
the  kingdom  of  my  Father!" 

(Doctrine  and  Covenants  18:15. ) 


•yHERE  is  nothing  that  should  be  CO  soon  as  we  discover  ourselves  "lATHETHER  we  be  poor  or  rich, 

held   in   more   sacred  reverence  in  a  fault,  we  should  repent  of  if  we  neglect  our  prayers  and 

and  respect  than  the  name  of  the  that  wrongdoing  and  as  far  as  pos-  our  sacrament  meetings,  we  neglect 

Supreme   Being   and   the   name    of  sible  repair  or  make  good  the  wrong  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  and  a  spirit 

His  Beloved  Son,  our  Redeemer.  we  may  have  committed.  of  darkness  comes  over  us. 

—Joseph  Fielding  Smith.  —Lorenzo  Snow.  —Brigham  Young. 
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BY  GENERAL  SUPERINTENDENT  GEORGE   R.   HILL 


PRESIDENT  Heber  J.  Grant  made  a  practice  of  giv- 
ing books  as  Christmas  cards.    In  1927,  how  de- 
lighted we  were  to  receive  from  him  and  Sister  Grant 
The  Greatest  Thing  in  the  World  by  Henry  Drummond. 
Today  as  I  open  this  precious  book,  based  on  the 
13th  chapter  of  I  Corinthians,  the  first  thing  that  greets 
my  eye  is:  "Though  I  speak  with  the  tongues  of  men 
and  of  angels,  and  have  not  Love,  I  am  become  as 
sounding   brass,   or  a  tinkling   cymbal.    And  though 
I  have  the  gift  of  prophecy,  and  understand  all  mys- 
teries, and  all  knowledge;  and  though  I  have  all  faith, 
so  that  I  could  remove  mountains,  and  have  not  Love, 
I  am  nothing.    And  though  I  bestow  all  my  goods  to 
feed  the  poor,  and  though  I  give  my  body  to  be  burned, 
and  have  not  Love,  it  profiteth  me  nothing. 
"Love  sufiFereth  long,  and  is  kind; 
Love  envieth  not; 
Love  vaunteth  not  itself,  is  not  puffed  up, 
Doth  not  behave  itself  unseemly, 
Seeketh  not  her  own. 
Is  not  easily  provoked, 
Thinketh  no  evil; 
Refoiceth  not  in  iniquity. 
But  rejoiceth  in  the  truth; 
Beareth  all  things,  belie veth  all  things, 
hopeth  all  things, 
endureth  all  things. 
"Love  never  faileth;  but  whether  there  be  prophe- 
cies, they  shall  fail;  whether  there  be  tongues,  they  shall 
cease;   whether  there  be   knowledge,   it   shall   vanish 
away.   For  we  know  in  part,  and  we  prophesy  in  part. 
But  when  that  which  is  perfect  is  come,  then  that  which 
is  in  part  shall  be  done  away.    When  I  was  a  child,  I 
spake  as  a  child,  I  understood  as  a  child,  I  thought  as 
a  child:  but  when  I  became  a  man,  I  put  away  childish 
things.    For  now  we  see  through  a  glass,  darkly;  but 
then  face  to  face:  now  I  know  in  part;  but  then  shall 
I  know  even  as  also  I  am  known.    And  now  abideth 
faith,  hope.  Love,  these  three:  but  the  greatest  of  these 
is  Love." 

The  greatest  thing  in  the  world!  I  ponder  the 
thought— "Faith,  hope,  love,  these  three:  but  the  great- 
est of  these  is  love." 

I  shall  always  be  grateful  to  President  Grant  for 
sending  us  this  booklet.  While  we  had  had  it  in  our 
library  for  years  and  had  thought  we  appreciated  the 
message,  this  remembrance  from  President  Grant  gave 
the  book  a  new  significance. 

Each  year  I  find  it  helpful  to  re-read  this  splendid 
book.  I  read  through  its  motivating  pages.  On  page  10, 
I  read  the  following: 

"The  Spectrum  of  Love  has  nine  ingredients: 
Patience  .  .  .  'Love  sufiFereth  long.' 
Kindness  .  .  .  'And  is  kind.' 
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Generosity  .  .  .  'Love  envieth  not.' 
Humility  .  .  .  'Love  vaunteth  not  itself,  is  not  puffed  up.' 
Courtesy  .  .  .  'Doth  not  behave  itself  unseemly.' 
Unselfishness  .  .  .  'Seeketh  not  her  own.' 
Good  Temper  ...  'Is  not  easily  provoked.' 
Guilelessness  .  .  .  'Thinketh  no  evil' 
Sincerity  .  .  .  'Rejoiceth  not  in  iniquity,  but  rejoiceth 
in  the  truth.'" 
I  take  down  my  Bible  and  in  I  John  4:7,  8  I  read, 
"Beloved,  let  us  love  one  another:  for  love  is  of  God; 
and  every  one  that  loveth  is  born  of  God,  and  knoweth 
God.    He  that  loveth  not  knoweth  not  God;  for  God 
is  love." 

In  the  16th  verse  John  repeats,  "God  is  love;  and 
he  that  dwelleth  in  love  dwelleth  in  God,  and  God  in 
im. 

I  recall  that  the  sacrament  gem  for  January  through 
April,  1954,  was  from  the  Master's  own  lips:  "A  new 
commandment  I  give  unto  you.  That  ye  love  one  an- 
other; as  I  have  loved  you,  that  ye  also  love  one 
another."  (John  13:34.) 

How  much  greater  would  be  the  happiness  in  this 
world  if  its  people  only  practiced  that!  Not  how  much 
less  turmoil  and  bloodshed— there  would  be  no  turmoil 
and  bloodshed  in  any  land,  anywhere. 

In  The  Instructor  for  November,  1955,  is  a  power- 
ful article  by  Sterling  W.  Sill  on  "Emotionally  Induced 
Illness."  In  it  he  says,  "Everyone  has  two  different 
sets  of  emotions— one  good  and  one  bad.  Each  set  of 
emotions  makes  physical  and  chemical  changes  in  the 
body,  according  to  its  frequency  and  intensity.  .  .  . 
Pleasant  and  cheerful  emotions  produce  the  right  kind 
of  secretions  in  the  right  amounts  just  as  the  wrong 
kinds  of  emotions  produce  the  wrong  kind  of  secretions 
in  harmful  amounts.  .  .  .  The  Gospel  is  intended  to 
help  us  clean  up  our  thinking.  We  are  advised  to  love 
our  enemies  ...  to  forgive  everybody  70  times  7. 
Jesus  said,  'I  am  come  that  they  might  have  life,  and 
that  they  might  have  it  more  abundantly.'  (John  10: 
10.)" 

Why  not  hunt  up  the  November  Instructor  and  re- 
read Elder  Sill's  article?  Why  not  buy  or  borrow  Henry 
Drummond's  The  Greatest  Thing  in  the  World  and 
really  make  it  your  own? 

With  the  coming  of  this  fresh  new  page  in  our 
history  let  us  remember  Paul's  nine  ingredients  of  love 
—patience,  kindness,  generosity,  humility,  courtesy,  un- 
selfishness, good  temper,  guilelessness,  sincerity. 

"I  expect  to  pass  through  this  life  but  once.  If, 
therefore,  there  is  any  kindness  I  can  show,  or  any 
good  I  can  do  to  any  fellow-being,  let  me  do  it  now; 
let  me  not  defer  for  I  shall  not  pass  this  way  again." 

(Mrs.  AB.Hegeman.) 

"God  is  love." 
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By  Theodore   L.   Cannon* 

TT  was  on  a  January  day  in  1866, 
^  in  an  adobe  building  situated 
where  the  Hotel  Utah  now  stands  on 
Salt  Lake  City's  Main  and  South 
Temple  Streets,  that  The  Juvenile 
Instructor  (now.  The  Instructor)  first 
saw  the  light  of  day. 

It  was  a  single  folded  sheet  of 
four  pages,  each  of  three  columns 
and  measuring  about  KM  by  15/2 
inches.  It  was  printed  with  borrowed 
type  on  borrowed  paper  and  on  a 
borrowed  press,  and  the  total  "run" 
was  probably  not  more  than  a  few 
dozen  copies. 

But  what  the  first  Juvenile  In- 
structor lacked  in  volume,  circulation 
and  typographical  excellence  by  the 
light  of  modern  publishing  stand- 
ards, it  made  up  for  in  the  lofty 
aims,  the  strength  of  purpose  and 
the  determination  expressed  in  its 
editorial  salutatory. 

The  First  Editor 

It  is  fascinating  to  conjure  up  a 
mind's  eye  picture  of  that  historic 
event  of  ninety  years  ago— to  imagine 
the  feelings  and  emotions  of  the 
vigorous,  stockily  built,  brown  beard- 
ed man,  an  Apostle  of  the  Church 
though  not  yet  quite  forty  years  of 
age,  as  he  planed  the  type  form, 
spread  the  ink,  dampened  the  sheet, 
pulled  the  press  lever  and  peeled 
off  the  first  impression  of  what  was 
destined  to  become  one  of  the  most 
unique  publications  in  America. 

George  Q.  Cannon,  founder,  own- 
er, editor  and  publisher  of  the  Juve- 
nile Instructor,  which  almost  since 
its  inception  has  been  the  official 
voice  and  organ  of  the  Church's 
Sunday  Schools,  was  no  new  comer 
to  the  publishing  field.  A  Nauvoo- 
trained  printer,  he  had  already  print- 
ed and  published  a  weekly  news- 
paper for  the  Church  in  San  Fran- 
cisco (the  Western  Standard,  1856- 
57),  and  edited  and  published  the 
Millennial  Star  in  Liverpool,  Eng- 
land from  January  1862  until  Sep- 
tember 1864).  He  had  been  sent 
there  in  1860  as  a  missionary,  and 
had  already  been  associated  for  sev- 
eral years  with  the  Deseret  News, 
then  a  weekly  publication.  But  this 
venture  was  entirely  his  own,  a 
labor  of  love,  dedicated  to  the  en- 

"Associate   editor,  Deseret  News   and   Telegram, 
and  grandson  of  George  Q.  Cannon. 


lightenment  and  edification  of  the 
youth  of  Zion. 

Objectives 

The  little  journal's  objectives  were 
clearly  set  forth  in  this  first  issue  in 
the  following  words: 

"No  other  community,  with  which 
we  are  acquainted,  indulge  in  such 
high  hopes  respecting  their  young 
as  do  the  inhabitants  of  this  Terri- 
tory. The  most  sanguine  expectations 
are  entertained  in  relation  to  the 
great  future  which  awaits  them.  It 
is  very  natural  that  this  should  be 
so,  for  unto  us  are  the  promises 
made.  But  to  have  these  hopes  and 
expectations  gratified,  steps  should 
be  taken  to  train  our  children  and 
to  do  all  in  our  power  to  prepare 
them  for  the  duties  that  will  devolve 
upon  them.  It  is  to  aid  in  this  work 
and  to  supply  a  want  which  has  been 
long  felt  to  exist  that  the  publication 
of  this  paper  has  been  undertaken. 
Money  making  has  not  been  the 
consideration.  With  us  it  is  purely 
a  labor  of  love.  .  ." 

Thus  was  launched  the  little  pub- 
lication, now  believed  to  be  the  sec- 
ond oldest  continuously  pubhshed 
journal  of  any  kind  in  the  West,  It 
is  one  of  the  oldest  youth  magazines 
in  the  world. 

Early  Contents 

The  early  issues  contained,  in 
addition  to  instructive  and  inspira- 
tional messages  from  the  editor, 
articles  on  natural  science,  history, 
biography  and  poetry.  They  came 
from  such  gifted  and  knowledgeable 
writers  as  Dr.  Karl  C.  Maeser,  Eliza 
R.  Snow,  William  H.  Shearman,  Ed- 
ward L.  Sloan,  George  Reynolds, 
George  D.  Watt,  T.  B.  H.  Stenhouse 
and  Bernard  H.  Schettler,  to  name 
just  a  few.  There  were  also  articles 
from  some  of  the  General  Authori- 
ties. 

From  its  beginning  and  through- 
out its  career  the  magazine  has  been 
distinguished  by  a  simple  beauty 
of  stvle,  attempting  always,  as  its 
founder  promised,  to  be  "sincere  and 
earnest,  plain  and  direct,  instructive 
without  tediousness  and  entertaining 
without  frivolity  or  nonsense." 

Changes 

Many  changes  in  format,  location, 
production  methods  and  price  have 
marked  the  four  score  and  ten  years 
of  the   magazine's  existence.    Even 


the  name  has  been  changed  —  the 
word  "Juvenile"  was  dropped  in 
1930.  Started  as  a  semi-monthly 
(bi-weekly),  the  publication  contin- 
ued as  such  until  the  end  of  1907. 
Meanwhile,  its  size  had  changed 
from  the  original  rather  awkward 
format  during  its  first  year  to  a  re- 
duced and  more  standard  magazine 
size  with  the  second  year  and  with 
an  increase  gradually  to  eight,  12,  16, 
24,  32  and  finally  40  pages  during 
the  next  few  decades. 

With  the  1908  issue,  the  page 
was  reduced  to  the  6x9  size,  to 
continue  thus  until  1944  when  pub- 
lication was  started  in  pocket-size, 
or  about  a  5  x  7/4-inch  page.  The 
present  standard  eight  by  eleven- 
inch  magazine  page  was  adopted 
with  the  issue  of  January,  1950. 

As  has  been  indicated,  the  first 
issue  of  the  magazine  was  printed 
at  the  "News"  plant.  The  type  and 
paper  Editor  Cannon  had  previously 
bought  for  it  in  San  Francisco  had 
been  delayed  several  months  in 
transit.  However,  by  September  of 
1866,  Elder  Joseph  Bull,  long-time 
associate  of  the  editor  in  various 
publishing  endeavors,  had  brought 
the  long-awaited  materials  from  San 
Pedro  by  team.  Thereafter  the  little 
journal  was  to  survive  and  flourish 
largely  on  its  own  equipment  and 
resources. 

Printing  Plants 

Its  first  home  of  its  own  was  the 
old  Emigrant  House  toward  the  back 
of  the  Tithing  Office  yard,  somewhat 
north  and  east  of  the  old  "News" 
building.  Thereafter  it  was  moved 
to  and  remained  for  many  years  at 
President  Cannon's  large  home  and 
the  printing  shop  adjoining  it  on 
the  northwest  corner  of  South 
Temple  and  First  West  Streets. 
Sometime  in  the  '90s  it  was  moved 
again,  this  time  to  a  building  erected 
especially  for  its  use  and  equipped 
with  the  finest  available  facilities, 
on  South  Temple  immediately  east 
of  the  present  Zion's  Savings  Bank 
&  Trust  Co. 

In  1907,  just  a  few  months  before 
his  death,  President  Cannon  turned 
over  his  publishing  interests,  includ- 
ing the  "Juvenile"  as  it  was  common- 
ly called,  to  the  Church,  It  was  soon 
moved  to  the  new  Deseret  News 
building  on  South  Temple  and  Main 
Streets  (southwest  corner).    It  was 
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to  remain  there  until  1926  when  the 
present  Deseret  News  building  was 
erected  on  Richards  Street.  Then  in 
the  summer  of  1949  it  made  its  final 
move,  with  the  rest  of  the  Deseret 
News  commercial  printing  plant,  to 
the  Industrial  Center  off  Redwood 
Road  at  17th  South. 

The  first  issue  of  the  little  maga- 
zine, with  its  few  simple  line  draw- 
ings, its  shop-made  calendar  for  1866 
and  its  somewhat  primitive  typo- 
graphy, offers  a  rather  homely  con- 
trast to  the  slick  paper,  multi-col- 
ored, handsomely  laid-out  Instructor 
of  today,  issued  in  runs  of  more  than 
40,000  copies.  But  the  same  spirit 
is  there— and  has  been  throughout 
the  past  90  years.  Now  as  then, 
and  during  all  the  intervening  years, 
the  ablest  writers  of  the  Church  have 
contributed  their  thoughts  and  tal- 
ents to  its  pages. 

The  First  35  Years 

On  this  ninetieth  anniversary  it 
seems  fitting  to  recall  a  portion  of 
President  Cannon's  valedictory  edi- 
torial in  the  issue  of  December  15, 
1900,  as  he  turned  his  beloved  little 
magazine  over  to  its  new  owners, 
the  Deseret  Sunday  School  Union. 

After  reviewing  the  journal's  past 
thirty-five  years,  its  rewards  and  sa- 
tisfactions as  well  as  its  difficulties, 
he  noted  that  it  had  seen  many 
other  periodicals,  one  after  another, 
go  down,  but  that  it  had  survived 
them  all,  gaining  strength  from  its 
trials  and  tribulations.  "It  has  had 
hosts  of  warm  friends,"  he  wrote, 
"both  old  and  young,  and  these 
friendships  have  been  cemented*with 
the  years.  It  has  found  a  welcome 
place  in  the  family  circle,  and  has 
come  to  be  regarded  as  a  great 
agency  for  good.  For  this  I  am  pro- 
foundly grateful,  and  feel  myself 
rewarded  for  the  labor  and  means 
I  have  given  to  it.  My  desire  and 
hope  is  that  it  may  continue  to  enjoy 
the  favor  and  affection  of  its  readers; 
that  under  its  new  ownership  it  may 
go  on  to  greater  degrees  of  prosperi- 
ty; and  that  it  may  fill  in  a  better  and 
more  perfect  manner  the  vast  sphere 
of  usefulness  open  before  it,  in  sup- 
plying pure,  sound,  wholesome  and 
instructive  reading  matter  for  the 
rising  generation  among  the  people 
of  God." 

How  richly  that  fond  hope  has 
been  fulfilled! 
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MOUTH  OF  CITY 
CREEK  CANYON 
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THEN 

This  old  picture  shows  a  portion  of  downtown  Salt  Lake  City  at  approxi- 
mately the  time  THE  INSTRUCTOR  was  horn  90  years  ago.  The  view 
looks  northeast  from  the  southeast  corner  of  Temple  Square,  at  South 

Temple  and  Main  Streets. 


UTAH  STATE 
CAPITOL  BUILDING 


McCUNE  SCHOOL  OF 
MUSIC,  ART,  &  DANCE 


MOUTH  OF  CITY 
CREEK  CANYON 


NOW 

This  modern  glimpse  was  taken  from  approximately  the  same  position  as 
the  picture  above,  showing  changes  that  have  come  in  the  life  of 

THE  INSTRUCTOR. 
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Changes  In  the  Life  of  THE  INSTRUCTOR 

1866  1956 

First  Presidency 

Brigham  Young,  Heber  C.  Kimball,  Daniel  H.  Wells.  David  O.  McKay,  Stephen  L  Richards,  J.  Reuben 

Clark,  Jr. 

Council  of  the  Twelve 

^r^S  ^^^®'   ^^^^"   ^^'^"'   ^°^^  Taylor,   Wilford  Joseph  Fielding  Smith,  Harold  B.  Lee,  Spencer  W. 

WoodruflF,  George  A.  Smith,  Amasa  M.  Lyman,  Ezra        Kimball,  Ezra  Taft  Benson,  Mark  E.  Petersen,  Henry 
T.  Benson,   Charles  C.  Rich,  Lorenzo  Snow,  Erastus        D.   Moyle,   Delbert  L.    Stapley,   Marion    G.   Romney 
Snow,  Franklin  D.  Richards,  George  Q.  Cannon.  LeGrand  Richards,  Adam  S.  Bennion,  Richard  L.  Evans' 

George  Q.  Morris. 
Patriarch  to  the  Church 
John  Smith  (grandson  of  Jos.  Smith,  Senior).  Eldred  G.  Smith  (great-great-great-grandson  of  Jos. 

Smith,  Senior). 

Temples 

None  in  use.  (The  Endowment  House  in  Salt  Lake  M-       • 

City  was  temporarily  serving  for  temple  ordinances.)  ^^^^  ^^  "^^• 

Auxiliary  Organizations 

Relief  Society,  Sunday  School.  Relief  Society,  Sunday  School,  YWMIA,  YMMIA, 

Primary. 

,  Sunday  School  General  Superintendency 

None.    (In  1867  Elder  George  Q.  Cannon  of  the 
Council  of  the  Twelve  became  the  first  president,  with  George  R.  Hill,  David  Lawrence  McKay,  Lynn  S. 

Brigham  Young,  Jr.,  Albert  Carrington,  and  George  A.        Richards. 
Smith  as  a  committee. ) 

Sunday  School  General  Board 

None.    (In  1867  a  committee  of  3  was  appointed  to  «jj# 

assist  George  Q.  Cannon. )  ^^ 

Sunday  Schools 

Number  unknown  3  807 

Stakes 

5  223* 

Missions 

11  44* 

Missionaries  Who  Departed  for  Missions 

32  _  2,327* 

Church  Population 

Approximately  98,000  1302240** 

Church  Events 

.       .  In  its  first  tour  outside  the  U.   S.,  the  375-voice 

bust  issue  of  the  Juvenile  Instructor.  Tabernacle  Choir  gave  15  performances  in  eight  coun- 

3,296  samts  emigrated  in  nine  ships  from  Europe  to        tries  of  Europe,  and  participated  in  the  dedication  of 
America,  to  travel  overland  to  Utah.  the  first  L.D.S.  temple  outside  of  American  territory 

Daniel  H.  Wells  of  the  First  Presidency  elected       at  Bern,  Switzerland.    Other  temples  are  under  con- 
mayor  of  Great  Salt  Lake  City.  stiuction    or   p  la  n  n  e  d    in   England,    New   Zealand, 

Australia, 

Communication 

Sessions  of  the   125th  Annual  Conference  of  the 

Telegraph  lines  reached  from   Salt  Lake   City  to        Church  were  heard  by  direct  wire  to  75  buildings  in 

Logan  on  the  north  and  to  Manti  on  the  south.  ^^^f  states    by  radio  over  22  stations  in  nine  states, 

and  both  heard  and  seen  through  telecasts  over   17 
television  stations  in  eight  states. 

Transportation 

TT  J^n  wT.''%?"^'^/°'  ^'I'^l'^^n  "^  *?  ^h  ^'°??;  The  Instructor  can  be  delivered  to  Brisbane,  Austra- 

lSc  City)  ^^'  ^  li^  i"  f<^"^  d^y^  (7935  miles  from  Salt  Lake  Ciiy). 

'as  of  November  1955  *  «as  of  December  1955 
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WHEN  .1  joined  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints  ten  years  ago,  I  knew  that  I 
had  opened  a  new  spiritual  door  in 
my  hfe,  but  httle  did  I  realize  the 
great  joy  I  would  derive  from  a 
busy,  abundant  life.  I  have  been 
truly  blessed. 

I  lost  my  sight  shortly  after  birth, 
due  to  a  doctor's  accident.  The 
small  town  in  which  we  lived  had 
no  hospital,  so  when  an  infection 
settled  in  my  eyes,  I  was  given  an 
overdose  of  nitrate  of  silver. 

Unlike  most  blind  children  of  my 
generation,  I. was  not  sent  to  a  reg- 
ular institution  where  children  must 
live  away  from  home  in  order  to  be 
educated.  My  first  four  years  of 
schooling  took  place  in  a  public 
school  where  I  learned  what  I  could 
by  listening  to  the  other  children  re- 
cite. Though  I  may  not  have  learned 
very  much,  the  memory  training 
stood  me  in  good  stead  later. 

At  the  age  of  twelve,  I  began  at- 
tending the  Braille  Department  of 
the  Thirty-second  Street  School  in 
Los  Angeles.  At  that  time  this  was 
the  only  school  of  its  kind  west  of 
Chicago.  A  Braille  Department  is 
a  system  whereby  the  blind  students 
attend  regular  classes  with  their 
sighted  playmates.  Their  text  books 
are  in  braille,  and  there  is  a  special 
teacher  to  read  them  the  books  not 
available  in  braille,  and  to  teach 
typing,  braille  writing  and  reading, 
and  to  help  with  arithmetic,  where 
special  equipment  is  required,  with 
special  maps,  and  other  aids. 

I  loved  the  school  because  there 
I  had  little  blind  friends  with  whom 
I  could  work  and  play,  on  an  equal 
footing.  I  also  learned  to  be  more 
self-reliant  with  these  playmates 
who  gave  me  self-confidence.  For 
example,  when  I  realized  that  other 
blind  children  learned  their  way 
around  the  school  grounds  alone,  I 
was  eager  to  learn  to  do  likewise. 

Through  College 

After  grammar  school,  I  attended 
the  Los  Angeles  Polytechnic  High 
School,  which  also  had  a  braille  de- 
partment. From  there,  I  attended 
the  University  of  California  at  Los 
Angeles.  There  I  majored  in  Eng- 
lish, with  the  hope  that  I  would 
some  day  teach  English  and  His- 
tory. However,  I  was  advised  before 
graduation  that  the  only  schools  that 
would  employ  me  would  be  schools 
for  the  blind,  as  it  was  thought  that 
I  would  be  unable  to  maintain  disci- 
pline in  sighted  classes.  This  was  a 
great  disappointment  to  me  as  the 
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A  TEACHER'S  TESTIMONY 

By  Luciie  Tournear* 


supply  of  such  teachers  was  greater 
than  the  demand,  as  more  and  more 
blind  children  were  attending  regu- 
lar public  schools. 

After  obtaining  my  B.A.  degree,  I 
decided  to  try  book  reviewing,  I 
love  this  work,  but  I  soon  found  it 
was  not  practical  for  a  bhnd  person, 
as  too  much  sighted  help  is  required. 
I  had  been  read  to  all  through  col- 
lege, and  keeping  a  paid  staff  of 
readers  to  assist  me  in  getting  book 
review  material  would  have  been 
too  costly. 

My  career  disappointments  and 
my  longing  to  find  myself  spirit- 
ually caused  me  much  unhappiness. 
Then,  too,  being  idle  after  years  of 
hard  studying  did  not  help  matters. 
Then  I  became  interested  in  the 
Church,  through  some  Latter-day 
Saint  friends.  Unlike  most  converts, 
I  attended  Sunday  School  and  sac- 
rament meetings  before  I  began  se- 
riously investigating.  I  loved  the 
beautiful  hymns,  especially  the  sac- 
rament songs.  Music  has  always  been 
a  great  joy  to  me,  and  the  Sunday 
School  song  practice  really  warmed 
my  heart. 

The  Church— New  Opportunities 

I  was  thrilled  with  the  idea  of 
everyone  taking  part  in  the  service, 
from  the  very  young  to  the  very  old. 
The  unwritten  prayers,  the  interest- 
ing class  work,  the  joy  of  having 
everything  for  the  ear  instead  of  for 
the  eye.  I  knew  that  I  was  in  the 
house  of  the  Lord.  I  knew  I  had 
found  my  spiritual  home.  A  friend 
and  I  read  the  Book  of  Mormon  in 
braille,  and  a  kind  sighted  sister  read 
me  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants.  I 
was  baptized  on  March  4th,  1945. 

"During  1955  Mrs.  Tournear  has  taught  Course 
No.  li.  History  of  the  Restored  Church,  in  the 
Brentwood  Ward,  Santa  Monica  Stake. 
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Lucile  and  George  Tournear  do  not  need 

their  guide  dog  to  "see"  the  light  of  the 

Gospel. 

Before  joining  the  Church  I  had 
wanted  to  do  work  which  would 
have  enabled  me  to  do  public  speak- 
ing. I  had  my  wish  when  I  was 
asked  to  give  talks  in  sacrament 
meeting.  I  had  always  had  a  longing 
to  sing  with  a  chorus.  I  now  sing 
in  the  Santa  Monica  Stake  Singing 
Mothers  Chorus,  and  in  our  ward 
choir,  I  wished  to  teach  children. 
I  now  teach  a  Sunday  School  class 
of  twelve-  and  thirteen-year-olds.  I 
have  my  manual  and  teacher's  sup- 
plement put  into  braille,  and  an  as- 
sistant helps  me  with  pictures  and 
maps.  I  have  started  my  third  year 
of  teaching.  I  feel  that  I  have  so 
very  much  to  learn  myself,  that  I 
am  amazed  that  I  am  asked  to  teach, 
but  I  also  feel  very  humble. 

I  am  also  blessed  with  a  lovely 
home,  a  wonderful  husband,  and  a 
job.  My  husband  (who  is  also 
blind)  and  I  operate  a  newsstand, 
and  we  enjoy  the  friends  we  have 
made  among  our  faithful  customers. 
Truly,  I  can  count  my  many  bless- 
ings and  be  deeply  grateful  for 
them. 
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LEADERSHIP 

By  Elder  Sterling  W.  St II 

JT  is  thought  that  mostly  there  is 
only  one  problem  in  the  world. 
There  aren't  two  or  six  or  ten.  There 
is  only  one,  and  it  is  always  the 
same.  It  doesn't  matter  whether  the 
assignment  is  to  do  Church  work, 
build  a  business,  or  run  an  empire— 
the  problem  remains  constant.  It 
is  leadership,  and  "every  institution 
is  merely  the  lengthened  shadow  of 
a  leader." 

If  you  want  a  profitable  business, 
get  a  good  leader.  If  you  want  a 
faithful  quorum,  the  answer  is  the 
same.  If  you  want  to  change  the 
character  of  the  Russian  people, 
change  the  leadership.  It  has  been 
said  that  we  reap  as  we  sow,  but 
that  is  only  part  of  the  fact  Mostly 
we  reap  as  others  have  sown  for  us. 
We  reap  as  our  parents  have  sown; 
we  reap  as  our  teachers  have  sown; 
certainly  we  reap  as  our  leaders 
have  sown. 

Executives  Are  Greatest  Need 

The  greatest  need  in  the  Church 
is  to  develop  the  right  kind  of  ex- 
ecutives from  the  deacons'  quorum 
president  up.  This  is  difficult  and 
requires  our  best  efforts.  You  can 
build  a  new  factory  in  six  months; 
you  can  train  a  mechanic  in  three 
months;  you  can  show  a  clerk  his 
duty  in  one  hour.  But  it  takes  years 
of  purposeful  application  to  become 
a  competent  executive. 

The  dictionary  says  that  an  execu- 
tive is  "one  who  executes  the  order, 
or  puts  it  in  force."  An  executive  in 
the  Church  is  the  one  who  puts  the 
Gospel  in  force  in  the  lives  of  peo- 
ple. You  can't  be  an  executive  mere- 
ly by  being  so  designated  by  the 
President  of  the  Church.  Leadership 
camiot  be  placed  upon  our  shoulders 
by  others.  Neither  will  a  master's 
degree  from  the  greatest  university 
in  the  world  automatically  make  one 
a  master  of  men  or  a  doctor  of 
leadership. 

Leadership  is  the  ability  to  get 
things  done  properly  and  on  time. 
And  real  leadership  can  only  be  as- 
sumed by  the  man  himself.  The 
good  executive  initiates,  coordinates, 
instructs,  trains  and  motivates.  It  is 
comparatively  easy  to  get  techni- 
cians and  skilled  workmen;  but  the 
executive  is  a  worker  of  different 
denomination.  He  must  work  on  his 
own  power.  He  develops  ideas,  un- 
derstanding, imagination.    The  job 


The  quality  of  a  leader  is  reflected  in  the  lives  of  his  followers. 


of  the  executive  is  to  think,  plan,  di- 
rect, check,  and  inspire.  A  good  ex- 
ecutive in  any  field,  including  the 
spiritual,  increases  the  output  of  all 
those  with  whom  he  works. 

It  has  been  demonstrated  many 
times  that  almost  any  group  pro- 
duces more  while  under  the  direction 
of  a  good  leader.  For  example,  a 
group  of  salesmen  may  produce 
twice  or  three  times  as  much  busi- 
ness if  they  are  taught,  directed, 
supervised  and  motivated  by  a  good 
leader.  He  teaches  them  to  plan, 
helps  them  to  develop  their  own  in- 
itiative, inspires  worthwhile  objec- 
tives and  creates  a  high  morale. 
Robert  C.  Stanley  says,  "A  leader 
must  have  the  stamina  to  see  things 
through,  come  hell  or  high  water." 
Or  as  Walter  Gifford  said,  "A  suc- 
cessful general  is  one  under  whose 
leadership  the  staff,  as  well  as  the 
rank  and  file  will  work  and  die  with 
enthusiasm." 

A  Mark  of  Executive  Leadership 

One  of  the  marks  of  executive 
leadership  is  the  capacity  to  assign 


responsibility,  give  authority  and 
hold  men  responsible  for  that  au- 
thority. And  of  course,  he  must  see 
to  it  that  the  job  gets  done.  Execu- 
tive ability  is  the  greatest  ability  in 
the  world. 

A  sales  force  under  a  poor  leader 
may  have  a  combined  payroll  of 
$500,000.  But  under  a  good  leader, 
who  gives  better  training,  builds 
higher  morale,  and  provides  better 
supervision,  these  same  men  double 
their  production.  The  actual  workers 
may  be  valuable  men,  but  the  ex- 
ecutive is  worth  as  much  as  all  of  the 
others  put  together  inasmuch  as  he 
has  doubled  the  output. 

All  of  the  important  problems  in 
the  world  are  human  problems.  Of 
all  the  automobile  wrecks  where 
lives  are  lost,  4%  of  the  wrecks  are 
caused  by  mechanical  failure  and 
96%  by  human  failure,  indicating 
that  we  need  human  mechanics  far 
more  than  auto  mechanics.  In  the 
United  States  there  are  2,100,000 
businesses,  of  which  370,000  fail 
each  year.  That  is,  one  in  six  fail 
( Continued  on  next  page) 


THE      INSTRUCTOR 


Little  Things  May  Become  Big 


By  Clarence  Cottam* 


npHE  greatest  things  of  life  often 
have  a  humble  beginning  and 
a  slow  growth.  Our  greatest  bene- 
factors, our  most  brilliant  scientists, 
and  our  noblest  statesmen  were  all 
born  as  helpless  babes.  The  great 
characters  of  Washington,  Lincoln, 
Joseph  Smith,  or  Brigham  Young 
were  developed  through  a  life  of 
devotion,  service,  and  application  to 
duty.  A  kindly  statement  or  a  friend- 
ly act  in  the  time  of  need  may  ulti- 
mately supply  the  spark  that  builds 
a  great  character. 

The  Bill  of  Rights,  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  and  de- 
mocracy itself  slowly  grew  from 
humble  beginnings. 

Attendance  at  a  particular  sacra- 
ment meeting,  Mutual,  or  Sunday 
School  may,  in  itself,  be  unimport- 
ant were  it  not  for  the  fact  that 
such  attendance  or  absence  helps  to 
set  a  pattern  that  builds  or  stifles 
the  spiritual,  social,  and  intellectual 
growth  of  an  individual.  That  single 
service,  which  may  be  unimportant 
in  itself,  may  be  the  means  of  plac- 
ing one  in  tune  with  divine  prompt- 
ings. It  is  from  such  service  that 
attitudes,  habits,  and  ideals  are 
formed  which  ultimately  build  char- 

*Dean  of  the  College  of  Biological  and  Agri- 
cultural Sciences  at  Brigham  Young  University. 


acter  and  give  one  a  burning  testi- 
mony of  the  divinity  of  the  Gospel. 

Great  scientific  discoveries,  and 
many  modern  conveniences,  slowly 
grew  from  simple  and  presumably 
unimportant  beginnings. 

Marie  Curie  and  her  husband, 
Pierre,  on  Christmas  Eve  of  1902, 
gave  the  world  radium  after  years 
of  struggle,  hardship,  and  poverty. 
Thousands  of  simple  tests  and  ex- 
periments, each  one  in  and  of  itself 
unimportant,  made  the  great  dis- 
covery of  radium  possible. 

While  little  things  may  become 
great  and  mighty,  it  is  also  well  to 
remember  that  great  failures,  sorrow, 
and  degradation  are  likewise  the  re- 
sult of  wrong  choices  when  the 
stakes  were  minor  and  unimportant. 
If  we  would  avoid  great  mistakes, 
we  must  first  avoid  small  ones. 

Life  shows  a  similar  pattern.  Early 
in  the  1920's  the  world's  largest,  tall- 
est, oldest,  and  most  interesting 
white  balsam  fir,  known  as  Ahes 
concolor,  was  found  on  the  east 
slope  of  Timpanogos,  not  far  from 
where  the  "loop  road"  goes  around 
the  mountain.  Like  any  old  patri- 
arch, the  record  of  the  past  was  en- 
graved on  its  features.  Natural  catas- 
strophes  that  killed  weaker  trees  had 
little  efiFect  on  the  great  giant.   Sev- 
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jolts  of  hghtning  had  struck  the  old 
monarch.  It  had  clearly  survived 
not  fewer  than  three  destructive  for- 
est fires.  Cyclonic  storms  had  brok- 
en a  few  limbs.  Deep  winter  snows, 
snowslides,  and  mountainous  ava- 
lanches could  only  scratch  its  outer 
bark. 

In  its  great  strength  the  old  mon- 
arch of  the  forest  looked  invincible. 
It  had  boldly  withstood  all  the  great 
calamities;  yet  one  year  in  the  mid- 
thirties,  a  few  tiny  insects  attacked 
the  tree  and  bored  into  its  cambium 
layer.  These  apparently  were  so  in- 
significant that  no  defense  mechan- 
ism developed  protection  or  resist- 
ance. The  pests  grew  and  multiplied 
rapidly,  with  the  consequence  that 
the  noble  tree  soon  became  weaken- 
ed and  diseased.  When  the  winter 
storms  beat  upon  it,  the  great  king 
of  the  forest  toppled.  Like  many  of 
us  it  could  withstand  great  tempta- 
tions, but  the  insignificant  little 
things  multiplied  and  caused  its  de- 
destruction. 

Perhaps  the  single  cigarette  or 
cocktail  or  the  minor  "white  lie"  or 
petty  pilfering  is  each  relatively  un- 
important, yet  each  serves  as  the 
wedge  to  greater  forms  of  destruc- 
tion. 

"Vice  is  a  monster  of  so  frightful  mien. 
As  to  be  hated  needs  hut  to  he  seen; 
Yet  seen  too  oft,  familiar  with  her  face. 
We  first  endure,  then  pity,  then  embrace." 

—Pope 


{Continued  from  preceding  page) 
each  year.  The  loss  of  capital  is 
tremendous;  the  frustration  of  the 
human  spirit  is  pathetic.  Mostly  the 
fault  is  not  in  the  financing  or  in 
conditions  or  in  the  product  —  but 
in  the  men  who  run  the  business. 

Our  Executive  Problems 

A  good  executive  is  an  expert  in 
solving  and  preventing  these  human 
problems.  The  good  executive  is  the 
one  who  gets  average  men  to  pro- 
duce above  the  average.  In  the 
Church  our  executive  problem  is 
much  more  pressing  for  several  rea- 
sons: 

1.  As  a  rule,  we  don't  exercise  that 
same  fine,  vigorous  aggressiveness 
that  characterizes  our  material  pur- 
suits. At  a  recent  Leadership  Week 
in  Provo,  the  late  Albert  E.  Bowen 
said  that  he  knew  of  no  business 
organization  that  could  survive  if  it 
conducted  its  affairs  as  we  do  our 
Church  work. 


2.  In  the  Church  we  have  more 
difficulty  in  getting  leaders  to  prop- 
erly train  and  supervise,  than  is  true 
in  business  where  profits  and  losses 
are  more  easily  discernible.  In  busi- 
ness when  our  assets  are  less  than 
our  liabilities,  we  have  an  immediate, 
unpleasant  liquidation  proceeding. 
But  in  the  Church,  many  "bank- 
ruptcies" are  still  in  operation  with- 
out being  conscious  of  their  in- 
solvency. What  would  you  do  in 
your  business  if  you  had  an  em- 
ployee that  was  responsible  for  your 
losing  $1,000  every  month?  But 
think  of  the  Church  workers  on 
whom  God  is  losing  money, 

3.  Our  turnover  is  greater.  For  ex- 
ample, the  Sunday  School  estimates 
that  approximately  one-half  of  their 
60,000  officers  and  teachers  quit 
each  year.  That  in  itseff  is  a  devas- 
tation that  most  industries  could  not 
survive. 

4.  Failure  in  the  Church  is  much 


more  serious  because  of  what  is  at 
stake.  We  are  working  with  men's 
souls,  and  just  think  how  few  there 
are  who  are  "on  schedule"  for  the 
celestial  kingdom.  But  as  a  rule  in 
the  Church,  we  are  not  as  much  con- 
cerned at  producing  men  "not  val- 
iant in  the  testimony  of  Jesus,"  as  we 
would  be  a  we  had  a  material  bank- 
ruptcy hanging  over  our  heads. 

We  must  become  more  effective 
in  spiritual  affairs.  Many  books 
have  been  written  on  how  to  be- 
come a  more  successful  administra- 
tor. These  we  ought  to  read  and 
re-read.  Our  work  is  so  important, 
we  must  succeed.  There  is  a  song 
that  says,  "If  we  fail  we  fail  in 
glory."  That  is  ridiculous.  No  failure 
is  glorious.  We  should  not  tolerate 
failure.  The  one  business  of  Iffe  is 
to  succeed.  We  are  not  placed  here 
to  waste  our  lives  in  failure.  We 
must  adopt  a  more  positive  attitude 
of  success. 
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By  Jennie  E.  Graham 
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Mormon  girl,  a  Mormon  girl!  Yes,  I  was  born  a 
Mormon  girl,  raised  by  my  grandparents  into  a 
home  where  parents  and  grandparents  had  given  much 
to  come  to  Utah  and  join  the  Saints. 

Indeed,  I  was: 

A  Mormon  girl  who  knew  with  every  bit  of  her 
person  that  the  Gospel  was  true,  and  that  its  teachings 
were  wise,  and  that  it  was  wisdom  to  follow  them. 

A  Mormon  girl  who  had  had  the  thrill  of  working 
and  giving  service  through  the  various  organizations 
of  the  Church. 

A  Mormon  girl  who  married  later  in  life  than  most 
girls  and  married  outside  the  Church. 

A  Mormon  girl  whose  heart  ached  after  the  first 
business  trip  kept  her  husband  away  for  a  few  days. 
For  then  I  knew  that  to  live  without  him  would  not 
be  really  living.  How  I  wished  I  had  been  married 
in  the  temple  for  time  and  all  eternity  to  this  man  I 
loved  so  dearly! 

I  was  a  Mormon  girl  who  had  to  go  to  her  Church 
meetings  alone  because  her  husband  did  not  under- 
stand the  Gospel  or  the  value  of  attending  meetings. 

The  Priesthood  and  Its  Blessings 

I  often  heard  the  bishop  give  the  report  that  the 
ward  teachers  needed  to  try  harder  to  have  their  ward 
teaching  done  each  month.  How  I  prayed  that  they 
would  come  to  my  home,  that  they  would  bring  the 
priesthood  and  its  blessings  into  my  home! 

I  heard  many  folks  say,  "When  you  have  an  honest, 
upright  and  hard  working  man  like  Art,  why  be  un- 
happy? It  is  like  having  the  sun  and  still  reaching  and 
wishing  for  the  moon  and  stars." 

Yes,  I  was  earnestly  praying  for  the  moon,  as  it 
were.  I  had  talked  to  my  bishop.  He  always  said, 
"Don't  rush  him.  Let  him  take  his  time.  It  will  work 
out  all  right.   Be  patient." 

Then  the  stake  missionaries  called;  my  husband 
welcomed  their  visits.  Vem  Moon  and  his  companion, 
Earl  Van  Tassell,  came  again  and  again  after  working 
hours  on  a  farm  and  cattle  ranch.  This  meant  coming 
after  10:00  p.m.  to  do  their  teaching.  All  would  talk 
far  into  the  night.  My  husband  often  said,  "Don't  go, 
Vern,  just  tell  me  one  thing  more;  then  you  can  go." 

My  husband  later  became  ill.  So  when  I  saw  him 
walking  uneasily  about  the  room  one  morning,  I 
thought  it  was  because  he  was  out  of  tobacco.  I  knew 
he  would  not  ask  me  to  get  it  for  him.  So  when  I 
went  into  town  for  groceries,  I  bought  cigarets.  I 
took  them  home  to  him.  He  looked  at  me  said,  "No,  I 
meant  what  I  said  last  night  I  am  through  with  smok- 
mg! 

I  hurried  into  another  room  to  ask  the  Lord  to  help 
me  do  and  say  the  right  things,  as  my  husband  was 
under  a  great  deal  of  stress. 

Before  I  arose  from  my  knees,  I  heard  a  knock  at 
my  door.  It  was  Vern  Moon.  He  said  he  had  come  to 
take  Art  with  him  to  get  a  load  of  coal.    They  were 
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gone  for  two  days   getting  coal.    All  the  time  Elder 
Moon  talked  with  him  about  the  Gospel. 

Back  with  the  Coal 

When  they  came  back,  my  husband  was  still  very 
white  and  feverish.  "I  am  so  tired,"  he  said.  "Vern  has 
talked  and  talked  both  days,  and  I  don't  know  a  thing 
he  has  said.  Oh,  how  I  wish  he  would  keep  still,  and 
let  me  suffer  in  peace," 

The  next  night  was  missionary  night  at  our  home. 
Elders  Moon  and  Van  Tassell  came  again.  When  Vern 
began  to  ask  my  husband  questions,  he  could  answer 
them  all.  Vern  laughed  and  said,  "You  scamp.  You 
wished  I  would  shut  up  and  not  talk  to  you.  You 
thought  you  were  not  listening,  and  now  you  remem- 
ber every  word."  The  missionaries  brought  films  and 
flannelboard  lessons  to  help  with  their  message. 

It  was  a  lovely  moonlit  night  when  Vern  brought 
Art  and  myself  home  from  Church  that  first  time  to- 
gether. Then  it  was  that  Art  told  Vern  he  was  ready 
to  be  baptized. 

On  the  day  of  baptism,  my  husband  looked  wonder- 
ful dressed  in  white  and  standing  in  the  pool  with 
Elder  Moon.  I  cried  with  a  feeling  of  joy  when  Elder 
Moon  said:  "...  I  baptize  you  in  the  name  of  the 
Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Amen." 
Were  there  ever  such  beautiful  words? 

Later  he  was  gone  a  year  because  of  his  employ- 
ment, and  I  could  not  be  by  his  side  nor  go  to  Church 
with  him.  Then  my  prayers  were  answered.  I  could 
close  my  "white  house"  and  join  him.  On  my  arrival, 
he  bought  a  trailer  house  and  parked  it  near  the  LaSal 
schoolhouse  in  southeastern  Utah.  No  sooner  had  the 
trailer  been  parked  than  he  reported  that  he  had  a  job 
at  the  Redd  ranch. 

There  is  a  small  branch  of  the  Church  in  LaSal, 
some  60  members*;  and  there  is  a  job  in  the  branch 
for  everyone.  It  was  another  wonderful  day  when  Art 
was  ordained  a  deacon.  Oh,  how  proud  I  was  when  I 
saw  him  walking  down  the  aisle,  carrying  the  sacra- 
ment.   My  husband  was  now  working  in  the  Church. 

Next  month  Art  is  to  be  made  a  teacher.  We  are 
planning  someday  to  be  married  in  the  Temple.  That 
is  our  guiding  star  and  goal. 

I  am  a  Mormon  girl  with  all  these  blessings.  They 
are  mine  because  someone  who  held  the  priesthood  was 
willing  to  give  a  helping  hand  to  a  brother  in  friend- 
ship, understanding,  and  love. 

"Recently   formed    into    a    branch    from    Monticello    Ward,    San    Juan 
(Utah)   Stake, 
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CHORTLY  after  I  became  12  years 
*^  of  age,  and  had  been  ordained  a 
deacon  in  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints,  I  had  an  ex- 
perience which  taught  me  one  ©f  the 
most  valuable  lessons  of  my  entire 
life.   I  am  now  70. 

Fast  days  at  that  time  were  held 
on  the  first  Thursday  instead  of  the 
first  Sunday  of  each  month  as  now. 
A  bewhiskered  beyond-middle-age 
-  gentleman,  Peter  Reid,  was  super- 
visor of  our  block.  It  was  his  re- 
sponsibility to  see  that  fast  offerings 
were  gathered  once  a  month  and 
distributed  to  the  needy  on  the 
same  block. 

As  a  deacon,  I  was  assigned  the 
duty  of  gathering  the  "fast"  on  our 
block.  It  was  the  custom  to  gather 
the  fast  donations  in  "kind"  on  the 
Saturday  following  the  Thursday  fast 
day.  Brother  Reid  was  always 
thoughtful  enough  to  go  to  the  trou- 
ble of  calling  at  our  home  on  Fri- 
day, so  I  would  be  without  excuse 
in  attending  to  this  duty  the  liext 
day.  On  this  particular  occasion  — 
as  was  his  custom— he  told  me  the 
little  "Express  Wagon"  would  be 
dusted  and  oiled,  and  everything 
would  be  in  readiness  for  the  job. 
Before  starting  around  the  block,  he 
told  me  I  was  to  visit  every  home, 
member  and  non-member,  and  give 
them  an  opportunity  to  give  some- 
thing for  the  benefit  of  the  poor. 

This  I  did.  One  home  would  give 
a  large  lump  of  coal,  another  some 
wood,  another  a  scoop  of  flour,  a 
bottle  of  fruit,  a  bar  of  soap,  a  cup 
of  sugar  and  so  forth.  Before  going 
all  around  the  block,  I  would  make 
several  trips  to  Brother  Reid's  home, 
with  an  overloaded  little  red  "Ex- 
press   Wagon."    The    non-members 


seemed  to  be  just  as  generous  as  the 
members.   They  were  all^^kind. 

Well,  the  next  day  (Saturday)  our 
football  team  had  scheduled  a  game. 
I  was  very  eager  to  participate.  I 
knew  it  was  my  duty  to  gather  the 
"fast."  It  would  be  wrong  if  I  failed. 
But  I  wanted  more  than  anything 
else  to  play  in  that  game.  Between 
"duty"  and  "selfish  pleasure"  I  had 
to  decide.    I  played  football. 

To  this  day  I  bear  a  scar  on  my 
face  as  a  result. 

Though  it  was  wrong,  in  a  way  it 
proved  fortunate!  It  was  the  fall  of 
the  year,  and  the  weather  was  very 
cold.  The  next  morning  —  before 
time  for  Sunday  School  —  Brother 
Reid  knocked  at  our  back  door.  He 
asked  for  me.  My  first  inclination 
was  to  hide.  I  was  conscience- 
stricken. 

All  he  said  was:  "Willard,  do  you 
have  time  to  take  a  Httle  walk  with 
me?" 

I  went  with  him,  and  our  walk 
lead  into  a  little  frame  court  near 
the  north  corner  of  First  North  and 
Third  West  Street  in  Salt  Lake  City. 
He  gently  rapped  on  one  of  the 
doors,  and  a  poor,  little,  thin  lady 
answered  the  door.  She  said:  "Broth- 
er Reid,  we  didn't  get  our  food 
yesterday;  and  we  haven't  a  thing 
in  the  house  to  eat." 

Said  Brother  Reid:  "I'm  sorry 
Sister,  but  I'm  sure  we'll  have  some- 
thing for  you  before  the  close  of 
day." 

We  went  into  another  home  near 
the  upper  end  of  the  court.  In 
response  to  our  knock  a  voice  said, 
"Come  in." 

We  entered  where  an  aged  man 
and  his  wife  were  still  in  bed.  One 
said:  "Brother  Reid,  we  are  without 


TEN  COMMANDMENTS  OF  REVERENCE 


1.  Thou  shalt  strive  with  all  thy 
might  to  get  to  Sunday  School 
on  time. 

2.  Thou  shalt  go  quietly  to  thy 
seat  and  not  push  or  shove,  for 
there  is  room  for  all  in  the  House 
of  the  Lord. 

3.  Thou  shalt  not  disturb  thy  neigh- 
bor by  whispering,  for  he  has 
come  to  get  the  best  he  can. 

4.  Remember  that  thou  art  in  the 
house  of  the  Lord  and  it  is  thy 
duty  to  keep  it  holy. 

5.  Honor  thy  officers  and  teachers 
that  thou  mayest  learn  the  things 
they  have  come  to  teach  thee, 
that  thou  mayest  grow  strong  in 
the  sight  of  the  Lord. 


6.  Thou  shalt  not  laugh  at  the  most 
humble  of  prayers,  for  "Prayer 
is  the  soul's  sincere  desire." 

7.  Thou  shalt  not  refuse  to  take 
part  in  any  work  of  the  Church, 
for  by  thy  work  shalt  thou  be 
known. 

8.  Thou  shalt  use  the  time  during 
the  sacrament  service  to  think  of 
the  Savior  and  the  life  He  gave 
for  us. 

9.  Thou  shalt  not  criticize  nor  covet 

thy  neighbor's  clothes. 
10.  Thou  shalt  not  go  home  without 
thanking  the  Lord  for  the  bless- 
ings thou  hast  received  in  the 
Sunday  School.  —May  Spencer, 
The  Instructor,  Vol.  72,  page  437. 


HE 
UNDERSTOOD 

BOYS 


By  Willard  R.  Smith' 


They  were  cold,  and  I  took  them  wood  and 
coal.    He  made  me  aware  of  my  duties. 

coal;  and  it's  so  cold  we  have  to  stay 
in  bed  to  keep  warm." 

We  were  greeted  with  about  the 
same  expression  from  a  little  mother 
with  her  small  children  huddled  to- 
gether in  another  part  of  the  court. 

That  was  enough!  As  we  parted. 
Brother  Reid  said  to  me:  "Willard, 
whenever  anybody  in  this  Church 
fails  to  do  his  duty  and  perform  his 
assignments,  someone  suffers  —  goes 
cold  or  hungry!" 

I  was  about  to  weep— completely 
conscious  of  my  neglect  of  duty.  He 
then  gave  me  a  gentle  tap  on  the 
shoulder.  My  lesson  had  been 
learned,  and  it  came  at  an  early 
time  in  my  life— yes,  a  most  valuable 
and  profitable  lesson. 

Thanks,  Brother  Reid,  for  being 
so  understanding! 

"President,  Great  Salt  Lake  Council,  Boy  Scouts 
of  America,  and  vice-president,  Zion's  Savings  Bank 
and  Trust  Company. 
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^  ^  y^     yy'  ff  "^E  believe  in  being 

honest,  true , 
chaste,  bene- 
volent, virtu- 
ous, and  in  doing  good  to  all  men; 
indeed,  we  may  say  that  we  follow 
the  admonition  of  Paul  —  We  believe 
all  things,  we  hope  all  things,  we 
have  endured  many  things,  and  hope 
to  be  able  to  endure  all  things.  If 
there  is  anything  virtuous,  lovely,  or 
of  good  report  or  praiseworthy,  we 
seek  after  these  things." 

Here  are  summarized  the  great 
virtues  and  principles  for  daily  liv- 
ing, Christ-like  qualities  which,  when 
used  and  practiced  honestly  and  sin- 
cerely, will  produce  true  Latter-day 
Saints.  This  article  of  our  faith 
furnishes  the  very  basic  attributes 
for  noble  and  God-Hke  characters. 
It  is  worthy  to  be  memorized  and 
meditated  upon  often  as  a  reminder 
of  the  fundamental  principles  to 
good  conduct  and  exemplary  stand- 
ards of  life.  It  is  a  way  of  life,  and 
if  followed  in  full  devotion  will  gain 
friends  for  and  converts  to  the 
Church.  This  article  encompasses 
every  soul-stirring  desire  for  the 
good,  the  true  and  the  beautiful  in 
life  and  outlines  a  practical  religion 
for  everyday  application. 

Christ's  profound  Sermon  upon  the 
Mount  is  encompassed  within  this 
Thirteenth  Article  of  Faith.  James 
E.  Talmage  has  wisely  said,  "Reli- 
gion without  morality,  professions  of 
godliness  without  charity,  church 
membership  without  adequate  re- 
sponsibiHty  as  to  individual  conduct 
in  daily  life  are  but  as  sounding 
brass  and  tinkling  cymbals,  noise 
without  music,  the  words  without 
the  spirit  of  prayer." 

The  great  truths  and  principles  of 
life  belong  in  greater  abundance  to 
the  Restored  Church.  Therefore  its 
people  should  point  the  way  by  ex- 
pressing and  practicing  moral  and 
spiritual  standards  and  ideals  honest- 
ly, fearlessly,  and  without  shame  to 
all  mankind,  thus  re-enthroning  these 
virtues  and  principles  as  cardinal 
assets  in  the  character  of  man. 
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The  true  Church  of  Christ  .  .  .  embraces  all  truth  .  .  . 
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BY  ELDER  DELBERT  L.  STAPLEY 

of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 


We  must  not  justify  ourselves  in 
doing  what  the  law  or  rule  does  not 
encompass  but  still  is  morally  wrong, 
nor  can  we  use  to  our  gain  that 
which  does  not  belong  to  us.  Laws 
and  rules  cannot  make  people  really 
honest.  Senator  Paul  H.  Douglas  of 
Illinois  said  recently,  "No  set  of  rules 
can  insure  good  conduct,  for  the 
basis  of  ethical  behavior  must  lie  in 
men  themselves." 

George  Washington  expressed  this 
wish:  "I  hope  I  shall  always  possess 
firmness  and  virtue  enough  to  main- 
tain what  I  consider  the  most  envi- 
able of  all  titles,  the  character  of 
an  honest  man." 

We  can  never  yield  to  wrongful 
persuasion  as  Pilate  did  when  he 
willingly  appeased  the  people,  con- 
sidering prestige  above  honesty  and 
integrity,  as  he  met  their  demands 
for  the  life  of  the  Savior  when  Jesus 
was  brought  before  him  although  he 
could  find  no  fault  in  Him. 

Honesty  is  emphasized  in  this 
scriptural  pronouncement  found  in 
Acts  6:3:  "Wherefore,  brethren,  look 
ye  out  among  you  seven  men  of 
honest  report,  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
and  wisdom,  whom  we  may  appoint 
over  this  business."  That  man  or 
woman  is  honest  who  lives  according 
to  the  light  he  has,  but  he  must 
always  work  to  increase  that  Hght. 
Full  honesty  comes  with  perfection. 

"We  believe  in  being  true,"  de- 
notes fidelity  to  duty,  faithfulness  to 
friends,  to  promises,  allegiance  to 
home,  family,  country  and  church, 
to  be  relied  upon,  loyal,  truthful, 
genuine  and  conformable  to  stand- 
ards and  rules  of  good  conduct. 

A  chaste  person  is  pure  in  thought 
and  action,  modest  and  decent  in 
dress  and  behavior,  undefiled  and 
innocent,  radiating  an  inward  and 
outward  cleanness  and  purity  that 
defies  suspicion  or  accusation.  Jacob, 
in  a  great  discourse  to  his  people, 
stated,  "I  know  that  the  words  of 
truth  are  hard  against  all  unclean- 
ness;  but  the  righteous  fear  them  not, 

*The  thirteenth  of  a  series  on  the  Articles  of 
Faith  by  members  of  the  First  Presidency  and 
Council  of  the  Twelve,  written  especially  for  The 
Instructor. 


for  they  love  the  truth  and  are  not 
shaken."  (2  NepM  9:40.) 

Benevolence  is  founded  on  the 
second  great  commandment,  "Thou 
shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself." 
{Matthew  22:39.)  The  Savior  placed 
love  of  fellowmen  next  only  to  the 
love  of  God.  Benevolence,  then, 
eliminates  selfishness  from  an  indi- 
vidual and  substitutes  in  its  place 
selflessness,  kindness  and  charity. 
Promoting  the  happiness  and  joy  of 
others  brings  peace  of  soul  and  free- 
Bom  of  conscience.  Without  love  of 
fellowmen  we  cannot  please  God. 
The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Lat- 
ter-day Saints  is  a  great  benevolent 
organization,  as  some  reflection  will 
assuredly  disclose.  It  is  found  in  the 
Church  missionary  program.  Church 
buildings,  tithing,  fast  offerings,  wel- 
fare, etc.,  and  an  unpaid  ministry  of 
volunteer  workers  by  the  tens  of 
thousands.  John,  the  beloved  apos- 
tle, sums  up  the  fruits  of  benevolence 
in  this  way:  "And  this  command- 
ment have  we  from  him.  That  he 
who  loveth  God  love  his  brother 
also."  (I/o/m4:2L) 

There  is  no  double  standard  of 
morality  in  the  Church.  What  is 
required  of  the  women  in  moral  fi- 
delity and  cleanness  is  required  of 
the  men.  Jacob,  the  brother  of 
Nephi,  denouncing  unchastity  and 
other  sins  to  his  brethren  declared, 
"And  also  it  grieveth  me  that  I  must 
use  so  much  boldness  of  speech  con- 
cerning you,  before  your  wives  and 
.  your  children,  many  of  whose  feel- 
ings are  exceedingly  tender  and 
chaste  and  delicate  before  God, 
which  thing  is  pleasing  unto  God." 
{Jacob  2:7.)  Then  later  in  verse  28, 
he  adds,  "For  I  the  Lord  God,  de- 
light in  the  chastity  of  women.  And 
whoredoms  are  an  abomination  be- 
fore me;  thus  saith  the  Lord  of 
Hosts." 

Alma,  reproving  his  son  Corianton 
for  sinful  conduct  and  harlotry,  ad- 
monished him  in  these  words,  "Know 
ye  not,  my  son,  that  these  things  are 
an  abomination  in  the  sight  of  the 
Lord;  yea,  most  abominable  above 
all  sins  save  it  be  the  shedding  of 


innocent  blood  or  denying  the  Holy 
Ghost?"  {Alma  39:5.) 

The  seventh  commandment  of  the 
decalogue  given  to  Moses  on  Sinai 
for  the  Children  of  Israel  positively 
asserts,  "Thou  shalt  not  commit  adul- 
tery." {Exodus  20:14.)  Through  the 
ages  that  commandment  has  not 
been  annulled  or  modified.  Witness 
the  Lord's  words  in  modern  revela- 
tion: "Thou  shalt  not  commit  adul- 
tery; and  he  that  committeth  adul- 
tery, and  repenteth  not,  shall  be  cast 
out."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  42: 
24. )  The  physical  body  is  the  temple 
of  God,  created  to  house  his  spirit 
children.  Whosoever  defiles  this 
temple  through  sin  and  transgression 
shall  be  destroyed. 

Again  the  words  of  Jacob,  "O,  my 
beloved  brethren,  remember  the  aw- 
fulness  in  transgressing  against  that 
Holy  God,  and  also  the  av^rfulness 
of  yielding  to  the  enticings  of  that 
cunning  one.  Remember,  to  be  car- 
nally-minded is  death,  and  to  be 
spiritually-minded  is  life  eternal." 
(2  Nephi  9:39.)  We  are  commanded 
to  maintain  the  purity  and  sanctity 
of  the  body.  Virtuousness  then  is 
moral  excellence  of  practice  or  ac- 
tion, connoting  chastity  and  purity 
of  life. 

Applying  to  our  lives  these  quali- 
ties of  spirit  and  character  we  are 
prepared  to  do  good  to  all  men. 
Our  faith  then  will  be  such  that  with 
Paul,  the  Apostle,  "we  believe  all 
things,  we  hope  all  things,  we  have 
endured  many  things  and  hope  to  be 
able  to  endure  all  things." 

The  true  Church  of  Christ,  there- 
fore, comprehends  and  embraces  all 
truth,  everything  that  is  virtuous, 
lovely  (beautiful  in  a  refined  moral 
or  spiritual  quaHty)  or  of  good  re- 
port or  praiseworthy.  Faithful  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  not  only  seek 
after  these  things  but  use  and  prac- 
tice them  faithfully  as  a  practical 
and  daily  religion  to  enrich  life  and 
make  it  joyful  and  happy. 

Next  month's  treatise  will  be  the 
"Origin  of  the  Articles  of  Faith"  by 
Elder  George  Q.  Morris. 
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This  interesting  visual  aid  devised  by 

William  Richards  illustrates  steps 

toward  eternal  life. 

Visual  Aid  Helps  Talk 
WILLIAM  D.  RICHARDS  illus- 
trated a  recent  2^2  minute  talk 
in  the  Ninth  Ward,  Liberty  Stake 
(Salt  Lake  City),  with  the  help  of  a 
most  unusual  visual  aid  he  had  con- 
structed. 

In  his  talk  he  explained  that  in 
order  to  reach  life  eternal,  our  stand- 
ard of  life  "must  be  built  on  the 
ladder  of  truth,  resting  on  the  rock 
of  revelation."  Each  rung  represents 
a  step  tov\7ard  eternal  life.  The  rungs 
are  named  alphabetically,  such  as 
"authority,  believe,  converted,  de- 
voted, etc."    His  ladder  was  made 


Steps  of  Progress 


Conducted  by  Wallace  G.  Bennett 


of  strips  of  window  blind  and  Vene- 
tian blind. 

Brother  Richards  also  prepared  a 
notebook  with  scriptural  quotations 
about  each  of  these  steps  toward 
eternal  life. 

Activities  Make  the  Class! 
pLIZA  M.  WAKEFIELD,  teacher 
of  Course  11,  History  of  the 
Restored  Church,  in  the  Carlsbad 
Branch,  New  Mexico,  finds  that 
meaningful  activity  holds  the  interest 
of  her  eager  thirteen-and-fourteen- 
y ear-old  students. 

The  class  has  sponsored  a  cooked 
food  sale.  Money  raised  was  used 
to  buy  large  maps,  pictures,  and 
other  material,  "which  have  made 
our  lessons  live." 

Fully  organized  with  class  ofiFicersJ 
the  class  has  an  above-average  at- 
tendance, including  non-members 
who  often  return. 

An  excursion  to  visit  the  Mormon 
Battalion  Monument  between  Albu- 
querque and  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico 
was  a  highlight  of  1955.  Situated  on 
a  rising  hill,  the  monument  is  built 
of  small  rocks  cemented  together 
with  a  wagon  wheel  mounted  on  the 
top.  Between  twenty  and  twenty- 
five  feet  high,  it  has  a  copper  plaque 
imbedded  in  the  front  about  six  feet 
from  the  base.  The  plaque  contains 
a  beautiful  tribute  to  the  Mormon 
Battalion,  together  with  the  history 
of  its  march. 


Church  history  students  are  impressed  by 

an  actual  visit  to  New  Mexico's  Mormon 

Battalion  monument. 

On  the  same  trip  the  group  visited 
unique  Santa  Fe,  with  its  narrow 
streets  and  old  Indian  Pueblo  and 
Spanish  architecture.  Three  carloads 


supervisors 


of   students   with   their 
had  a  memorable  trip. 

Church  history  is  a  great  interest 
of  Sister  Wakefield.  In  1949  she 
prepared  "The  Handcart  Trail,"  an 
illustrated  booklet  on  the  gallant 
handcart  pioneers.  It  was  published 
at  the  suggestion  of  Elder  John  A. 
Widtsoe. 

An  Example  of  Selflessness 
A  KINDERGARTEN  teacher  in 
the  Basel  Branch  Sunday  School 
(Swiss-Austrian  Mission)  for  thirty- 
two  years,  Emmely  Ziegler  Miiller 
is  ever  striving  "to  learn  the  lesson 
better,  to  teach  the  lesson  better." 


Emmely  Miiller 
has  traits  vital 
t  o  successful 
teachers  of  chil- 
dren :  imagina- 
tion, calmness, 
diligence  and 
love. 


Her  superintendent  writes  of  her: 
"What  is  a  continual  source  of 
amazement  to  me  is  the  untiring 
love  and  patience  that  Sister  Miiller 
has.  She  has  the  unusual  ability  to 
bring  her  thoughts  and  fantasy  into 
the  world  of  the  children.  The  chil- 
dren find  in  her  a  magic  mirror,  and 
follow  gladly.  My  own  children  al- 
ways tell  me  that  she  never  gets 
angry." 

Storytelling  to  her  means  living 
with  the  story,  with  voice  and  with 
movement.  This  makes  it  real  for 
the  children.  When  the  story  is  not 
remembered  by  the  children,  she 
tries  to  find  out  where  a  mistake  was 
made.  She  is  constantly  on  the  alert 
for  new  games,  new  plays,  new  pic- 
tures, new  figures. 

Sister  Miiller  writes;  "Kindergar- 
ten is  the  land  of  sunshine;  in  this 
land  all  is  so  pretty.  There  is  no 
other  place  to  compare  it  with.  Here 
shines  the  sun  with  a  splendid  kind 
of  warmness  year  in  and  year  out. 
When  now  and  then  a  cloud  forms 
and  a  few  raindrops  fall,  along 
comes  a  soft  wind  to  drive  them  forth 
and  dries  the  spot  where  they  fell. 

"Let  us  visit  children  in  their 
homes  and  we  will  win  the  hearts 
of  both  the  children  and  the  parents, 
and  this  they  will  always  remember." 
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German  Home  Sunday  Schools 

OOME  Sunday  Schools  in  the 
West  German  Mission  have 
helped  maintain  Church  contact 
with  280  families  since  World  War 
11. 

Immediately  following  the  war, 
Germany  was  faced  with  the  gigan- 
tic problem  of  finding  homes  for 
thousands  of  refugees  from  the  East- 
ern (Soviet)  Zone. 

Many^  of  the  best  Latter-day 
Saint  families  were  forced  to  settle 
in  areas  where  the  Church  had  never 
been  organized  or  even  had  a  mis- 
sionary. Many  were  forced  to  live  in 
small  villages  far  from  the  nearest 
highway.  The  Home  Sunday  School 
provided  an  excellent  means  for  the 
Church  to  keep  in  touch  with  these 
faithful  Mormon  families. 

The  Home  Sunday  School  pro- 
gram has  prospered.  Today  there 
are  280  Home  Sunday  Schools  in 
the  mission.  Each  receives  a  per- 
sonal monthly  letter  of  instruction 
along  with  adequate  lesson  material. 
Members  of  the  '  Home  Sunday 
Schools  study  the  lessons,  sending  in 
their  written  answers  to  the  ques- 
tions. 

Elder  Rudolf  Noss.  writes:  "Hun- 
dreds of  letters  of  gratitude  have 
reached  us.  These  faithful  Saints 
have  expressed  their  appreciation  to 
the  Church  for  its  effort  in  their  be- 
half. Were  it  not  for  the  Home  Sun- 
day Schools,  they  would  certainly 
have  been  lost  to  the  Church  during 
these  years.  But  as  it  is  they  have 
been  spared  for  the  great  and  im- 
portant work  of  the  Church." 


100%  Teacher  Training! 
\  LL  12  wards  in  South  Los  Ange- 
les Stake  Sunday  Schools  have  a 
class  in  Teacher  Training.  Bishops 
interviewed  prospective  members, 
and  they  were  all  to  be  set  apart  for 
the  course,  according  to  Stake  Su- 
perintendent Matthias  W.  Merrill. 


Success  in  Tonga 

TN   enlistment  work,  library  work, 

and  Sunday  School  administration, 
the  Tongan  Mission  Sunday  Schools 
under  Mission  Superintendent  Er- 
mel  J.  Morton  are  achieving  new 
successes. 

Some  branches,  notably  the  small 
Malapo  Branch,  reported  getting 
people  out  to  Sunday  School  who 
had  not  been  present  for  20  or  more 
years.    Each  branch  held  a  social. 


and/or  a  feast  one  night  or  after- 
noon prior  to  100%  Sunday,  and 
then  invited  inactive  people  to  come 
to  Sunday  School  the  following  Sun- 
day. Many  branches  doubled  their 
attendance  that  day. 

Libraries  are  getting  started  too. 
In  the  Nuku'alofa  Branch  the  Sun- 
day School  library  is  becoming  a 
lending  library  for  the  whole  branch. 
Mission  headquarters  furnished 
some  Sunday  School  manuals  on 
Church  History  and  other  subjects 
which  have  a  large  number  of  pic- 
tures. They  are  getting  a  number  of 
other  Church  books  and  report  great 
interest  among  the  Saints.  Simple 
Sunday  School  manuals  with  pic- 
tures, such  as  History  of  the  Church 
for  Children  by  A.  Hamer  Reiser, 
are  great  favorites. 

Other  branches  are  getting  the 
idea,  and  are  starting  to  get  a  library 
together.  One  branch  has  eight 
pounds  (about  $19.00)  for  the  li- 
brary. The  children  brought  in 
coconuts  and  they  got  the  copra 
from  them  for  three  pounds  of  the 
total. 

At  the  morning  session  of  the 
mission  Sunday  School  convention 
it  is  planned  to  dramatize  the  week- 
ly superintendent's  meeting,  the 
monthly  faculty  meeting,  the  Sun- 
day morning  prayer  meeting,  and 
Sunday  School  opening  exercises. 


Youthful  Leaders 

A  PROGRAM  of  tribute  to  the 
Mormon  Pioneers  was  recently 
presented  in  the  35th  Ward  Sunday 
School,  Pioneer  Stake.  Sister  Bertha 
Chantry,  early  settler  in  the  valley, 
told  of  personal  contacts  with  the 
Indians. 

Of  particular  interest  was  the 
singing  of  "Come,  Come  Ye  Saints" 
by  the  corigregation.  The  hymn  was 
conducted  by  Cathryn  Christensen, 
age  7,  with  her  brother,  Dana 
Christensen,  age  9,  at  the  piano. 
Their  parents  are  Brother  and  Sister 
Loran  M.  Christensen. 


COMING  EVENTS 

January  15,  1956 
"100%"  Sunday 


April  6,  7  and  8,  1956 
Annual  Conference 


April  8,  1956 

Sunday  School 

Semi- Annual  Conference 


April  15,  1956 
'Bring  a  Friend  Sunday' 


RELIABILITY 

T^HE  written  language  of  the 
Chinese  could  appropriately  be 
called  a  language  of  pictures.  It 
has  no  basic  alphabet  as  do  most  lan- 
guages, only  figures  which  represent 
objects  or  ideas.  For  this  reason,  the 
Chinese  dictionary  contains  5,020 
volumes  with  a  total  of  862,000 
pages.  The  figures  used  to  form 
words  reveal  many  interesting  things 
about  the  character  and  thoughts 
of  the  oriental  people.  For  instance, 
the  Chinese  symbol  for  confidence 
is  made  up  of  three  symbols :  "Man," 
"words,"  "mouth."  When  properly 
assembled  they  mean  that  a  man 
who  stands  by  the  words  of  his 
mouth  is  worthy  of  confidence. 
Hence,  the  word  "confidence"  is 
written  like  this: 


w 


=  ^ 


Cathryn  Christensen  conducts  the  congre- 
gation's singing  while  her  brother,  Dana, 
accompanies  at  the  piano. 


Man      Words      Mouth      =      Confidence 

Here  is  a  basic  principle  of  life 
that  has  grown  right  into  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Chinese,  and  the  idea 
is  unchanged  in  our  society  today. 
The  man  who  stands  by  the  words 
which  he  speaks  is  worthy  of 
the  confidence  of  his  companions, 
friends,  and  his  Heavenly  Father. 
His  promises  are  as  reliable  as  a 
contract  legally  witnessed.  Those 
who  strive  to  be  worthy  of  the  con- 
fidence of  others  will  be  attentive 
to  the  promises  they  make  even  in 
little  things  such  as  being  in  places 
they  promise  to  be  at  the  time  they 
promise  to  be  there. 

People  who  endeavor  constantly 
to  be  reliable  and  stand  by  their 
word  receive  as  a  reward  the  con- 
fidence of  their  fellow  men,  and  de- 
velop a  characteristic  which  makes 
them  more  useful  in  performing  the 
Lord's  work. 

—Arthur  S.  Anderson. 
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Colored  Picture  Arttck 


We  Show  Our  Love 


TN  our  present  series  of  "Happy  Childhood"  pictures, 
we  have  seen  little  folks  in  companionship  with 
various  animals,  with  playmates  and  with  parents. 
In  this  month's  pictures,  with  the  theme,  "We  show 
our  love,"  two  sisters  share  a  delightful  closeness,  and 
one  little  girl  is  experiencing  spiritual  companionship 
with  her  Heavenly  Father,  She  is  enjoying  the  wonder 
of  the  snowflakes— His  handiwork— her  spirit  drawn  to 
Him  in  love  and  gratitude. 

These  paintings  represent  two  of  the  most  beautiful 
ways  possible  of  showing  love,  and  the  character  of 
the  child  who  absorbs  such  spiritual  joys  will  be  en- 
riched throughout  life. 


"OUR  FATHER  IN  HEAVEN  SENDS  US 
SNOWFLAKES" 

THE  delicate  coloring  o£  this  picture  by  Ariane  Beig- 
neux  is  in  keeping  with  the  cool  airy  beauty  of  the 
snowflakes,  falling  so  mysteriously  from  up  there  where 
Heavenly  Father  lives.  The  child's  blue  eyes  seem  almost 
to  have  penetrated  the  mystery  of  those  regions,  giving 
to  the  little  girl  the  feeling  of  being  cozily  at  home  there. 

The  imaginations  of  children  are  fertile  and  can  easily 
create  such  ideas  without  any  prompting.  But  also  little 
folk  are  good  listeners  and  readily  integrate  into  their 
spiritual  makeup  pleasant  suggestions  pleasantly  made  by 
adults.  Consciously  or  unconsciously,  adults  do  plant  sug- 
gestions constantly  in  tender  young  minds,  so  it  behooves 
them  in  all  cases  to  sow  the  seeds  of  truth— truth  to  God, 
nature,  science,  humanity  and  spiritual  insight. 

Grownups  should  remember  to  suggest  to  the  very 
young,  religious  attitudes  such  as  reverence,  gratitude, 
love,  and  enjoyment  of  spiritual  experiences.  Children's 
minds  should  be  kept  as  free  as  possible  from  suspicion 
and  doubt  and  hurtful  criticism. 

A  few  facts  about  snow  might  prove  interesting  to 
the  Sunday  School  classes  that  see  ttds  picture,  and  sup- 
plement the  feeling  of  love  for  Heavenly  Father  for  making 
things  so  delightful  as  snowflakes. 

When  the  air  gets  cold  enough,  the  clouds  make  snow 
instead  of  rain.  When  it  is  very,  very  cold,  the  snowflakes 
are  small.  When  the  temperature  is  just  below  the  freezing 
point,  the  snowflakes  are  big  and  soft,  as  in  the  picture. 

Snow  crystals  take  many,  many  different  and  beautiful 
forms.  At  least  a  thousand  difi^erent  shapes  have  been 
observed  by  scientists.  In  the  same  snowfall,  however, 
shapes  of  the  snow  crystals  are  simflar. 

It  is  easy  to  understand  why  this  little  girl  has  with- 
drawn her  hands  from  the  warm  muff,  to  feel  the  cool 
touch  of  the  snowflakes  descending  so  softly  and  quietly 
on  her  skin.  Her  upturned  palms  go  more  than  half  way 
to  meet  the  fascinating  snow.  So  also,  her  spirit  seems 
eager  to  reach  out  to  accept  the  goodness  of  Heavenly 
Father. 


( 


Cut  out  and  paste  on  hack  of  mounted  picture. 


By  Ramona   W.   Cannon 


"BIG  SISTERS  HELP  IN  MANY  WAYS" 

THE  absorption  expressed  on  the  face  and  in  the  atti- 
tude of  the  little  sister  being  read  to,  in  this  picture 
by  Harry  Anderson,  should  prove  a  genuine  reward  to  the 
big  sister  doing  the  reading. 

We  are  told  often  these  days  how  important  are 
the  relations  between  parents  and  children.  But  in  this 
painting  the  artist  seems  aware  of  the  equally  important 
relations  between  sisters,  or  children  in  general,  in  a 
family. 

Psychologists  often  recognize  jealousy  among  the  chil- 
dren in  a  family  where  parents  themselves  fail  to  see  it. 
It  is  almost  unavoidable  that  there  should  be  some,  so 
every  means  of  keeping  it  down  as  much  as  possible 
should  be  utilized.  Parents'  not  playing  favorites,  but 
showing  little  special  attentions  to  each  child  in  the  family 
is  a  most  important  factor. 

But  this  picture  illustrates  a  method  which  is  also 
very  important.  Giving  service  creates  love  and  where 
love  is,  envy  and  jealousy  are  absent,  along  with  quarrel- 
ing and  many  dark  and  undermining  emotions.  Love  is 
positive  and  creative,  a  builder  of  courage  and  happiness. 

We  love  those  whom  we  serve,  and  so  big  sister,  in 
entertaining  and  being  responsible  for  little  sister,  in- 
creases her  tenderness  for  the  younger  girl. 

But  also  the  roots  of  the  younger  child's  growth  reach 
into  the  human  beings  surrounding  her,  and  thus  big 
sister  is  helping  to  form  the  character  this  child  will  have 
when  an  adult.  And  love  and  gratitude  and  admiration 
are  qualities  which  bring  health  and  happiness  into  life, 
so  this  child  is  truly  being  blessed  by  the  attention  of 
big  sister. 

This  reading  aloud  is  useful  to  big  sister  also.  We 
have  been  hearing  about  "why  Johnny  can't  read,"  and 
all  will  agree  that  practice  in  reading  aloud  is  an  ex- 
cellent method  of  learning  to  be  a  better  reader.  Common 
interest  in  the  subject  matter  also  welds  sisters  or  an 
entire  family  together  in  many  esthetic  tastes,  rich  enjoy- 
ment, and  amusing  incidents  long  and  affectionately  re- 
membered. 

Charles  Laughton,  writing  on  reading  aloud  as  a 
family  project,  recommends  it  most  heartily.  He  says 
school  is  where  we  learn  to  read  and  home  is  where 
we  are  happy  reading.  He  also  says  that  words  have 
accomplished  more  than  all  the  bombs  ever  dropped. 

Mrs.  Frances  B.  Gordon,  wife  of  a  professor,  writes 
in  the  Saturday  Evening  Post  of  taking  employment  at  the 
age  of  forty-seven  on  a  factory  assembly  line.  She  Uked 
the  young  girls  with  whom  she  worked,  but  they  had  her 
slightly  anxious  about  America's  cultural  future.  The 
habit  of  reading  was  almost  totally  absent  among  these 
young  women,  practically  all  of  whom  were  high  school 
graduates.  Careful  and  grammatical  speech  was  also  much 
noted  for  its  absence.  She  records  many  bits  of  conversa- 
tion.   Here  is  one;   "This  ain't  where  you  was  at,  is  it?" 

The  habit  of  reading  good  literature  is  a  must  if  we 
are  to  preserve  and  improve  our  cultural  standards.  It  is 
difficult  to  appreciate  the  enrichment  that  comes  to  chil- 
dren who  stem  from  reading  families. 

So,  the  big  sister  in  this  family  is  doing  more  than  she 
knows  for  herself,  her  little  sister  and  the  entire  family. 

The  facial  expressions  of  both  children  are  most  en- 
gaging. The  green  in  the  background  and  the  bright  red 
chair  with  its  back  to  us  are  a  pleasing  contrast  to  the 
other  more  somber  coloring. 

The  foot  on  the  floor  and  the  braided  rug  are  homely 
details  that  suit  the  theme  very  well. 

( Cut  out  and  paste  on  back  of  rnbunted  picture. ) 
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Flannelboard  Story 


Jesus  Commanded; 
Lazarus  Came  Forth 


showing  the  power 

of  God,  the  Master 

called  his  friend  to 

life. 


"1  am  the  resurrection,  and  the  life:  he  that  believeth 
in  me,  though  he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he  live: 

"And  whosoever  liveth  and  believeth  in  me  shall 
never  die."  —John  11:25,  26. 

TN  the  little  village  of  Bethany,  near  the  Mount  of 

Olives  about  two  miles  from  Jerusalem,  lived  Mary, 
Martha  and  their  brother,  Lazarus.  Often  Jesus  would 
go  to  their  home  to  rest  and  to  talk  with  them  about 
our  Heavenly  Father.  They  were  always  very  happy 
when  He  came,  for  they  loved  Him  dearly. 

One  day,  when  Jesus  was  teaching  in  another  part 
of  the  country,  Lazarus  became  very  ill.  No  one  seemed 
to  be  able  to  help  him.  Instead  he  kept  getting  worse 
and  worse.  Finally  his  sisters  sent  a  message  to  Jesus 
which  said,  "Lord,  behold,  he  whom  thou  lovest  is  sick." 
(John  11:3.)  They  hoped  that  Jesus  would  be  able  to 
come,  for  if  anyone  could  help  their  brother,  Jesus 
could,  they  knew. 

But  Jesus  did  not  hurry  back  to  Bethany  after  re- 
ceiving the  message.  Instead  He  "abode  two  days  still 
in  the  same  place  where  he  was."  (John  11:6.)  It  was 
not  that  He  did  not  want  to  bless  Lazarus  and  make 
him  feel  better,  but  He  had  a  very  good  reason  for 
not  doing  it  at  this  time. 

After  the  two  days  had  passed,  Jesus  said  to  his 
disciples,  "Let  us  go  into  Judea  again."  (John  11:7.) 
He  was  ready  now  to  go  to  Bethany  as  Mary  and 
Martha  had  asked  Him  to  do. 

The  disciples,  however,  were  worried.  They  were 
afraid  for  Jesus  to  return  to  a  place  so  near  to  Jeru- 
salem. They  knew  full  well  that  the  Jews  who  disliked 
Him  would  try  to  do  Him  harm.  Jesus,  however,  was 
not  afraid.  He  knew  that  no  one,  at  this  time,  would 
be  able  to  harm  Him.  He  knew,  too,  that  God  would 
protect  Him  until  He  had  finished  all  that  He  had  been 
sent  here  to  do. 

As  they  traveled  along  the  road  toward  Bethany, 
Jesus  learned  that  Lazarus  had  been  dead  for  four 
days  and  that  many  of  the  Jews  had  come  "to  Martha 
and  Mary,  to  comfort  them  concerning  their  brother." 
(John  11:19.) 

By  this  time,  Martha  had  learned  that  Jesus  was 
near,  so  she  "went  and  met  him."  (John  11:20.)  Hum- 
bly and  with  great  love  and  faith  in  her  heart,  she 
said,  "Lord,  if  thou  hadst  been  here,  my  brother  had 
not  died.  But  I  know,  that  even  now,  whatsoever  thou 
wilt  ask  of  God,  God  will  give  it  thee."  (John  11:21-22.) 
Just  what  Martha  expected  to  have  happen,  we  do  not 
know. 

Jesus,  however,  understood  and  spoke  gently  to  her, 
saying,  "Thy  brother  shall  rise  again."  (John  11:23.) 


By  Marie  F.  Felt 


Martha  was  sure  of  that  too,  but  she  thought  of  the 
great  resurrection  at  the  last  day,  when  everyone  who 
had  died  would  come  forth.  She  quickly  answered 
Jesus  by  saying,  "I  know  that  he  shall  rise  again  in  the 
resurrection  at  the  last  day."  (John  11:24.) 

But  Jesus  had  more  in  mind  than  this.  He  was  not 
content  to  wait  for  that  last  day.  Here  was  an  oppor- 
tunity to  show  what  the  power  of  God  could  do,  so 
He  said,  "I  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life:  he  that 
believeth  in  me,  though  he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he 
live:  And  whosoever  liveth  and  believeth  in  me  shall 
never  die."  Then  turning  to  Martha,  He  said,  "Believest 
thou  this?"  (John  11:25-26.) 

Of  course  Martha  believed  this  and  she  quickly 
answered  him  by  saying,  "Yea,  Lord,  I  believe  that 
thou  art  the  Christ,  the  son  of  God  which  should  come 
into  the  world."  (John  11:27.) 

Martha  did  not  wait  for  Jesus  to  go  with  her  to  their 
home.  Instead  she  hurried  on  alone,  to  tell  Mary  that 
Jesus  had  come.  Softly  she  said,  "The  Master  is  come, 
and  calleth  for  thee."  (John  11:28.) 

Mary  hurried  out  to  where  He  was.  But  she  could 
not  be  alone  with  Him  for  the  large  crowd  of  people 
who  were  in  their  home  followed  her.  They  thought 
that  she  was  going  to  Lazarus'  grave  to  weep  and 
mourn  for  him. 

As  soon  as  she  saw  Jesus,  she  fell  on  her  knees  and 
said  exactly  the  same  words,  "Lord,  if  thou  hadst  been 
here,  my  brother  had  not  died."  (John  11:28.)  Both 
of  them  knew  that  Jesus  could  have  made  Lazarus  well. 

When  Jesus  saw  Mary  weeping.  He  was  very  troub- 
led. It  made  Him  feel  sad  to  see  her  cry,  so  He  said, 
"Where  have  ye  laid  him?"  (John  11:34.) 

Then  they  said,  "Come  and  see,"  so  Jesus  followed 
them  to  Lazarus'  grave.  "It  was  a  cave,  and  a  stone 
lay  upon  it."  (John  11:38.) 

As  Jesus  looked  at  it,  He  told  the  people  to  take 
the  stone  away  from  the  door  but  Martha  protested. 
She  said  unto  Jesus,  "Lord,  by  this  time  he  stinketh: 
for  he  hath  been  dead  four  days."  (John  11:39.)  She 
thought  how  horrible  it  would  be  to  open  the  door  to 
the  cave  after  he  had  been  dead  for  so  long. 

Jesus  understood  her  concern  but  gently  and  kindly 
reminded  her  that  if  she  would  believe  she  would  see 
what  the  power  of  God  could  do.  "Then  they  took 
away  the  stone  from  where  the  dead  was  laid.  And 
Jesus  lifted  up  his  eyes  and  said.  Father,  I  thank  thee 
that  thou  hast  heard  me."  (John  11:41.) 

"And  when  he  thus  had  spoken,  he  cried  with  a 
loud  voice,  Lazarus,  come  forth. 

"And  he  that  was  dead  came  forth,  bound  hand 
and  foot  with  graveclothes :  and  his  face  was  bound 
about  with  a  napkin.  Jesus  saith  unto  them,  Loose 
him,  and  let  him  go. 

"Then  many  of  the  Jews  which  came  to  Mary  and 
had  seen  the  things  which  Jesus  did,  believed  on  him. 
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"But  some  of  them  went  their  ways  to  the  Pharisees 
and  told  them  what  things  Jesus  had  done."  (John  11: 
43-46.) 

After  this  it  was  not  safe  for  Jesus.  He  "therefore 
walked  no  more  openly  among  the  Jews;  but  went 
thence  unto  a  country  near  to  the  wilderness,  into  a 
city  called  Ephraim  and  there  continued  with  his 
disciples."  (John  11:54.) 

References: 

John  11:1-57. 
Pictures  that  may  be  used  with  this  story: 

Standard  Publishing  Co.  Picture  No.  325— Jesus,  Mary  and 
Martha. 

Standard  Publishing  Co.  Picture  No.  327-The  Raising  of 
Lazarus. 

This  story  may  be  used  in  connection  with  the  following  lessons: 

Course  4,  Lessons  2  and  3. 
Course  10,  Lessons  30  and  31. 
Course  12,  Lesson  6. 

How  To  Present  the  Flannelboard  Story 

Characters  and   Props   needed  for  this   presentation   are: 

Jesus  teaching,  in  standing  position. 
Jesus'  disciples. 

Crowds  of  people  listening.    They  are  seated  on  the  grass. 
Messenger  arrives  with  message  from  Mary  and  Martha. 
Martha  in  upright  position,  greeting  Jesus. 
Trees  such  as  are  found  on  the  Mount  of  Olives. 
Blue  sky— Green  grass— Road. 
Mary  in  kneeling  position  as  she  greets  Jesus. 
Friends  of  Mary  and  Martha,  in  standing  position. 
Mary  in  upright  position. 

Martha  protesting  when  Jesus  orders  stone  removed  from 
cave. 

Lazarus  wrapped  in  linen  cloth. 

Barren  hills  showing  entrance  to  burial  cave. 

Rock  to  cover  entrance  to  cave. 


O  SOUL  OF  MINE 

f\  soul  of  mine,  no  child  of  earth, 
Deep  in  my  heart  I  know 
That  heavenly  regions,  long  ago, 
Saw  thy  primeval  birth. 
In  realms  where  joy  supreme  abides 

With  love  and  light  and  truth, 
Eternal  parents  were  the  guides 
Of  thy  premortal  youth. 

O  soul  of  mine!  Thy  former  state 
I  cannot  now  recall, 
But  oft,  it  seems,  through  memory's  hall 
Soft  chords  reverberate, 
When  words,  or  notes,  or  melodies, 

That  charm  thee  here  below, 
Are  intimating  memories 
Of  that  sweet  long  ago. 

O  soul  of  mine!  Time  did  provide 
For  thee  a  mortal  birth, 
And,  clothed  in  elements  of  earth, 
Thou  now  art  being  tried. 

The  highest  glory  beckons  thee. 

Which  active  faith  may  gain; 
The  Perfect  Law  of  Liberty 
Bids  thee:  Attain,  attain! 

—Frank  I.  Kooyman. 


Order  of  Episodes: 

Scene  Z— Jesus  is  shown  teaching  people. 
Scenery: 

Outdoor  scene.   Blue  sky  and  green  rolling  hills. 
Action : 

Jesus  is  shown  in  upright  position  teaching  the  people 
who  are  seated  on  the  grass.  Messenger  arrives  with 
message  from  Mary  and  Martha. 

Scene   IJ— Jesus   and  his   disciples   are   shown   on  the   road   to 
Bethany. 

Scenery : 

Same  as  above  with  a  road  on  it.  Place  trees  on  the 
hillside  to  represent  the  Mount  of  Olives. 

Action: 

Disciples  face  Jesus,  plead  with  him  not  to  go  on  to 
Bethany.   Jesus,  unafraid,  continues  the  journey. 

Martha  comes  to  meet  Jesus.  Expresses  her  faith  and 
love.    Leaves  to  notify  Mary  of  the  Master's  approach. 

Scene  177— Jesus  and  disciples  are  shown  as  Mary  greets  Jesus. 
Scenery: 

Same  as  Scene  XL 
Action: 

Mary  is  shown  kneeling  at  Jesus'  feet.  Crowds  are 
shown  a  short  distance  away.  They  have  followed  Mary. 
Jesus  asks  where  Lazarus  is  buried. 

Scene  ZV— Jesus,  Mary,  Martha,  disciples  and  friends  are  shown 
at  the  entrance  to  cave  where  Lazarus  is  buried. 
Scenery : 

Blue  sky.    Barren  hills  on  outskirts  of  city.    Entrance 
to  cave  with  stone  closing  entrance  to  it  is  shown. 
Action: 

Jesus  with  Mary,  Martha,  disciples  and  friends  are 
shown  at  entrance  to  cave.  Jesus  orders  stone  removed. 
Martha  protests.  Lazarus  is  shown  outside  entrance  to 
cave  with  Hnen  cloth  wrapped  around  him. 

Scene  V— Same  as  Scene  IV. 

Scenery: 

Same  as  Scene  IV. 

Action: 

Some  of  the  crowd  leave  to  tell  the  Chief  Priests 
and  the  Pharisees  of  Jesus'  miracle.  This  council  plots 
to  destroy  Jesus. 

Lazarus  leaves  for  his  home  with  his  sisters,  Mary 
and  Martha. 

Jesus  and  his  friends  leave  for  Ephraim. 


WHEN  THE  FLOODS  COME 

npHE  people  who  have  built  their  homes  in  the  area 
'  around  Farmington,  Utah,  have  found  rich  soil  and 
other  conditions  that  are  excellent  for  orchards.  For 
years  Farmington  folk  have  received  the  protection 
of  the  towering  Wasatch  Mountains  that  are  virtually 
in  their  backyards. 

Occasionally,  however,  in  the  past,  the  spring  thaws 
or  the  rains  descended  too  rapidly.  The  orchards,  high- 
ways and  some  homes  were  flooded.  The  onrushing 
flood  often  brought  down  rocks  of  all  sizes  —  some  as 
big  as  automobiles  —  from  the  rugged  mountain  slopes. 
The  rocks  came  to  a  stop  on  highways,  in  the  yards 
and  over  the  orchards.  To  prevent  the  floods  from 
recurring,  many  wise  Farmington  people  built  sturdy 
retaining  waUs,  culverts  and  various  other  flood  pre- 
vention devices.  They  have  been  built  of  the  same 
rocks  that  the  floods  deposited  right  in  the  places  they 
would  be  needed  most.  Rocks  have  been  used  to 
beautify  surroundings  and  prevent  future  mishap. 

What  do  you  do  with  the  rocks  of  misfortune  that 
threaten  to  destroy  the  fruits  of  your  labors?  Some  find 
opportunity  to  improve  themselves  by  using  these  mis- 
fortunes to  strengthen  their  character  and  fortify  them- 
selves against  the  future. 

—Art  Anderson. 
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Flannelboard  characters  for   "Jesus  Commanded:     Lazarus   Came   Forth." 
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Lesson  Enrichment  Suggestions 

With  Clarity 
and  Understanding 

By  Minnie  E.  Anderson 


Gospel  Fundamentals 

Doctrines  of  Salvation,  Vol.  II, 
sermons  and  writings  of  Joseph 
Fielding  Smith;  Compiled  by  Bruce 
McConkie.  Published  by  Bookcraft, 
Price  $3.00. 

T^HE  second  of  three  volumes  of 
the  sermons  and  writings  of  Joseph 
Fielding  Smith  is  proving  a  "best 
seller"  among  Church  books.  The 
central  theme  of  this  volume  is  "Sal- 
vation—What it  is;  How  to  gain  it; 
and  the  Laws  which  pertain  to  it." 

Those  who  teach  the  Investigators 
class,  Course  28,  An  Introduction  to 
the  Gospel,  will  welcome  the  fine 
doctrinal  treatises  of  President  Smith. 
This  book  will  be  especially  helpful 
in  furnishing  enrichment  material 
for  the  lesson  manual's  chapters 
eighteen  to  twenty-eight,  treating 
salvation  through  Jesus  Christ. 

President  Smith  writes  with  clarity 
and  deep  understanding.  He  differ- 
entiates between  immortality  and 
eternal  life.  Immortahty,  President 
Smith  explains,  is  a  gift.  Every  man 
shall  be  resurrected  whether  he  be 
good  or  bad,  as  the  result  of  Christ's 
atoning  sacrifice.  Eternal  life  is  a 
reward  to  be  earned.  Only  those  who 
show  strength  to  withstand  tempta- 
tion and  strength  to  obey  the  com- 
mandments of  God,  who  prove  them- 
selves in  this  life,  shall  receive  that 
exaltation. 

President  Smith  discusses  the  re- 
lationship of  the  sacrament  to  salva- 
tion. The  sacrament  is  in  remem- 
brance of  Him  who  gave  His  life 
that  we  might  know  the  greatness 
of  His  love;  who  made  the  greatest 
of  all  sacrifices  to  "redeem  a  fallen 
world."  Members  of  the  Church  are 
told  to  meet  often  and  partake  of 
the  sacrament.  It  is  a  sacred  ordi- 
nance; through  it  man  will  receive 


inspiration  and  guidance  from  the 
Holy  Ghost. 

The  following  paragraph  from 
chapter  one  of  President  Smith's 
book  gives  a  lovely  thought  pertain- 
ing to  the  course  manual's  chapter 
twenty,  "The  Way  of  Salvation": 

"Ingratitude  is,  I  think,  the  most 
prevalent  of  all  sins,  and  one  of  the 
greatest,  because  every  soul  who  re- 
fuses to  abide  in  the  truth,  who  will 
not  walk  in  the  light  and  understand- 
ing of  the  commandments  which 
Jesus  Christ  has  given,  is  ungrateful. 
He  came  and  gave  his  life  to  redeem 
us  from  transgression.  He  was  nailed 
to  a  cross  and  his  blood  was  shed. 
What  for?  That  we  might  live,  that 
we  might  receive  the  remission  of 
our  sins,  that  we  might,  through 
obedience  to  the  principles  of  the 
Gospel,  come  back  again  into  the 
presence  of  God  the  Father,  and  his 
Son  Jesus  Christ." 


Church  History  for  Children 

Kingdom  of  God  Restored,  By 
Carter  E.  Grant,  Published  by 
Deseret  Book  Company.  Price  $4,00. 

r^HURCH  history  cannot  be  taught 
to  little  children  effectively 
without  a  comprehensive  knowledge 
of  its  background  and  a  burning 
testimony  of  the  restoration  of  the 
gospel  through  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith. 

Carter  E.  Grant  is  a  teacher  and 
principal  in  the  Church  seminary 
system.  This  book  is  excellent  ref- 
erence material  for  Course  6,  His- 
tory of  the  Restored  Church  for 
Children. 

The  author  has  classified  his  ma- 
terial into  eight  periods:  (1)  Objec- 
tives stated,  epoch-making  world 
events  which  prepared  for  the  res- 
toration; (2)  The  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania  period.  The  Father  and 
Son  open  the  last  dispensation.  King- 


dom of  God  restored;  (3)  Expansion 
of  the  Church  in  Ohio  and  Missouri; 
(4)  Growth  of  the  Church  at  Nauvoo 
—Great  exodus  westward;  (5)  Iowa 
and  Nebraska,  ship  "Brooklyn," 
Mormon  Battalion;  (6)  Pioneer  trek 
of  1847,  A  new  president;  (7)  Colo- 
nization and  cultural  accomplish- 
ments; (8)  The  first  temple  dedi- 
cated. Death  of  Brigham  Young  and 
the  administrations  of  the  seven 
following  presidents  to  the  present 
time. 

Of  unusual  interest  is  the  material 
of  the  first  period.  The  author  lists 
ten  evidences  of  the  apostasy  during 
what  secular  history  refers  to  as  the 
"dark  ages."  A  few  of  these  evi- 
dences are:  form  of  baptism 
changed  from  immersion  to  sprin- 
kling, simple  sacrament  service 
changed  to  pompous  ceremonial 
mass;  political  leaders  at  Rome  ap- 
pointed the  clergy  to  preside  over 
the  Christian  church;  forgiving  of 
sins  for  money;  dominating  positions 
of  the  church  were  sold  for  money; 
there  existed  no  uniformity  of  opin- 
ion in  the  Church;  the  church 
began  preaching  the  doctrine  that 
dispossessed  the  Father  and  Son  of 
their  resurrected  bodies  and  the 
Holy  Ghost  of  His  spiritual  body. 

The  author  also  lists  ten  great 
epoch  -  making  events  which  pre- 
pared for  the  restoration:  Bible 
translated  into  many  languages;  in- 
vention of  printing  speeded  up  edu- 
cation and  placed  the  Bible  in  the 
hands  of  the  people;  discovery  of 
America  by  Columbus;  Pilgrim  Fa- 
thers guaranteed  freedom;  French 
hold  in  America  which  threatened  to 
establish  a  state  religion  in  America 
was  defeated;  colonies  secure  inde- 
pendence from  all  foreign  countries; 
the  writing  and  acceptance  of  the 
American  Constitution  which  guar- 
anteed "freedoms  —  speech,  press, 
worship,  to  hold  property,  to  listen 
to  others  speak,  or  to  speak  as  one 
desires," 

The  reference  map  at  the  back  of 
the  book  will  also  be  valuable. 


PHARITY  should  begin  at  home; 
but  it  should  not  stay  there. 

—Phillips  Brooks. 

«     «     « 

T  ET   him    that   would   move    the 
world,  first  move  himself, 

—Socrates. 

o  «  « 

r\ON'T  think  the  Bible  is  dry  in- 
side because  it  is  dusty  on  the 
outside. 

—Sunshine  Magazine 
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IF  I  WERE 

TO  BE  PERFECT . . . 


By  Gwendolyn  Marquardson* 

"Be  ye  therefore  perfect,  even  as 
your  Father  which  is  in  heaven  is 
perfect."  -Matthew  5:48. 

TF  I  were  to  be  perfect,  first,  I 
would  not  be  ashamed  of  the  Gos- 
pel. When  we  partake  of  the  sacra- 
ment, one  of  the  covenants  we  make 
with  our  Father  in  heaven  is  that 
we  will  be  witnesses  unto  Him.  I 
would  be  a  witness  unto  Him  and 
unto  the  truthfulness  of  the  Gospel 
at  every  opportunity.  I  would  not 
be  ashamed  to  prayerfully,  humbly, 
and  diligently  perform  my  Church 
duties  and  obligations. 

In  fact,  I  would  not  want  to  be 
guilty  of  taking  the  Lord's  name  in 
vain  by  saying  that  I  would  fill  a 
position  in  His  Church  and  then  only 
do  the  job  half  way.  I  would  live 
the  Gospel  in  every  way— even  when 
driving  an  automobile.  If  the  right- 
of-way  did  not  belong  to  me,  I 
would  not  take  it.  I  would  obey  all 
of  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
road.  I  would: 

Dare  to  he  a  Mormon; 
,   Dare  to  stand  alone; 
Dare  to  have  a  purpose  firm; 
Dare  to  make  it  known. 

No,  I  would  not  be  ashamed  of 
the  Gospel  if  I  were  to  be  perfect. 

Second,  if  I  were  to  be  perfect,  I 
would  be  tolerant,  patient  and  kind 
to  everyone  no  matter  what  his  race, 
religion  or  creed.  I  once  heard  a 
story  of  a  man  who  lived  in  a  Mor- 
mon community  but  who  did  not  be- 
long to  the  Mormon  Church.  The 
people  were  so  unkind  that  he 
vowed  he  would  never  join  the 
Church  because  the  people  did  not 
live  up  to  one  of  the  greatest  of  their 
commandments  —  "Thou  shalt  love 
thy  neighbor  as  thyself."  I  would 
try  not  to  be  guilty  of  this.  I  would 
also  try  to  be  kind  to  little  children 
and  to  dumb  animals,  because  I  be- 
lieve that  it  is  displeasing  in  the  sight 
of  the  Lord  when  we  are  not. 


"A  2y2-minute  talk  given   in  Richfield    (Utah) 
Fourth  Ward. 


Gwendolyn  Marquardson 

Reserve  Criticism 

Third,  if  I  were  to  be  perfect,  I 
would  reserve  my  criticism  and  judg- 
ment. Especially  would  I  not  criti- 
cize the  leaders  of  the  Church.  As 
I  grow  older  I  begin  to  understand 
why  my  parents  have  had  me  do 
certain  things.  I  believe  it  is  that 
way  with  the  Lord.  Even  if  we  do 
not  understand  why  He  has  com- 
manded us  to  do  certain  things  now, 
maybe  when  we  are  older,  or  maybe 
it  won't  be  until  after  we  have 
crossed  the  veil,  that  we  will  under- 
stand why  the  Lord  has  given  us 
these  commandments  through  His 
servants  here  on  earth.  I  wouldn't 
reserve  helpful  criticism  just  for 
the  sake  of  "getting  along."  Just  as 
I  would  want  others  to  help  me  so 
would  I  want  to  help  them. 

Fourth,  if  I  were  to  be  perfect,  I 
would  resist  temptation  in  every 
form.  I  would  not  believe  what  psy- 
chologists say  that  giving  way  to 
temptation  is  better  than  suffering 
the  mental  conflict  that  would  come 
from  trying  to  overcome  the  tempta- 
tion. I  believe  that  it  is  they  who 
overcome  all  things  who  will  gain 
the  highest  degree  in  the  celestial 
kingdom.  I  would  learn  to  like  sim- 
ple things. 

Fifth,  if  I  were  to  be  perfect,  I 
would  be  truthful  even  to  the  extent 


that  I  would  not  imply  anything  that 
wasn't  the  truth. 

Sixth,  if  I  were  to  be  perfect,  I 
would  come  to  know  God  and  try 
to  be  more  like  Him.  I  would  set 
aside  a  portion  of  each  day  to  think 
about  Him  and  to  read  about  His 
great  works.  When  I  go  to  sacra- 
ment meeting,  I  would  not  go  to  be 
entertained,  but  to  partake  of  the 
sacrament  and  to  renew  my  cove- 
nants. I  would  sit  quietly  while  the 
sacrament  was  being  passed  and 
think  of  how  our  Heavenly  Father 
so  loved  us  that  He  gave  His  only 
Begotten  Son  that  we  might  have 
eternal  life,  and  how  it  must  have 
grieved  Him  to  watch  His  Son  suffer 
so. 

Seventh,  if  I  were  to  be  perfect,  I 
would  have  faith,  hope,  and  charity. 
Charity  to  me  does  not  mean  taking 
my  neighbors'  good  things  to  eat.  It 
means  that  I  would  want  them  to 
live  the  Gospel,  too;  and  that  I 
would  rejoice  with  them  when  they 
were  able  to  overcome  temptation. 

Eighth,  if  I  were  to  be  perfect,  I 
would  learn  all  that  I  can.  Men  of 
the  world  often  get  thinking  that 
they  know  all  there  is  to  know.  We 
need  to  correct  this  feeling  by  look- 
ing around  at  God's  wonderful  cre- 
ations, of  which  man  is  the  greatest. 

Ninth,  if  I  were  to  be  perfect,  I 
would  be  of  a  cheerful  disposition. 
I  would  have  a  contented  mind, 
free  from  jealousy.  I  would  be 
punctual  and  responsible.  I  would 
be  clean  and  virtuous. 

Tenth,  if  I  were  to  be  perfect,  I 
would  seek  to  strengthen  my  testi- 
mony of  the  Gospel.  I  would  not 
seek  this  through  signs  and  miracles 
for  I  believe  that  it  is  a  wicked  and 
adulterous  generation  that  seeketh 
after  signs.  I  would  seek  for  a  testi- 
mony through  humbleness  and 
through  obedience  to  all  of  God's 
laws. 

I  believe  that  if  I  would  Uve  by 
these  ten  ideals  I  would  perfect  my 
character  and  thus  draw  myself 
closer  to  that  goal  which  we  all  ulti- 
mately seek. 
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Library  and  Teaching  Aids 


This 
Picture  File 

Saves  Time 


By  Clive  Bradford'* 


Index  cards  are  filed  by  subject,  and  list  pictures  by  number 

and  title  or  description.    A  picture  usable  for  five  subjects  is 

listed  on  those  five  index  cards. 

\  STREAMLINED  filing  system  has  hit  the  Sunday 
•^^  School  library.  Instead  of  cumbersome  picture 
files  whose  mysteries  are  understood  only  after  long 
acquaintance,  the  Pontiac  Ward  (Detroit  Stake)  has 
developed  a  simple  system  that  saves  a  librarian's  time 
and  gives  quick  access  to  a  file  of  1000  pictures  so 
simply  indexed  that  a  picture  on  any  subject  can  be 
located  in  ten  seconds. 

How  the  System  Works 

The  mounted  pictures  are  numbered  in  the  upper 
right  hand  corner  by  a  large  rubber  stamp  of  the  type 
used  for  pricing  canned  goods  in  a  grocery  store.  They 
are  filed,  25  in  each  file  folder,  in  straight  numerical 
sequence. 

Reference  to  the  pictures  is  made  from  a  four  by 
six  inch  card  index  file  containing  about  3000  subjects 
in  alphabetical  order.  Each  card  lists  the  number  of 
each  picture  appropriate  to  the  subject  heading  of  the 
card.  Along  with  the  picture  number  is  a  brief  de- 
scription of  the  picture  to  facilitate  selection.  Where 
a  picture  is  already  numbered  as  one  of  a  standard 
series  or  packets,  the  same  number  is  used. 

'First  Counselor  in  Pontiac  (Michigan)  Ward  bishopric. 


Pictures  filed  by  number  only  may  be  cross-referenced  on  many 

subject  index  cards.    Storing  in  folders  containing  25  pictures 

each  helps  to  locate  them  quickly. 

Multiple  Use  of  Pictures 

In  most  libraries  pictures  are  grouped  according  to 
subjects  and  much  of  the  versatility  of  the  individual 
picture  is  lost  because  each  one  is  filed  under  a  single 
subject  heading.  Under  the  Pontiac  Ward  system  each 
picture  can  serve  multiple  purposes  by  being  indexed 
on  several  subject  cards. 

For  example,  picture  No.  19,  entitled  "Sheep  in  a 
Winter  Meadow"  can  be  card  indexed  under  "Sheep," 
"Meadow,"  "Winter,"  "Seasons,"  "Protection,"  "Shep- 
herd," and  "Wool."  Thus  teachers  can  draw  upon  that 
picture  for  a  variety  of  lesson  situations.  The  system 
is  capable  of  infinite  expansion  and  is  easy  to  maintain. 

Replacement  of  Pictures 

The  accession  record  shows  the  source  from  which 
each  picture  was  procured,  and  also  lists  the  subject 
cards  on  which  each  picture  is  indexed  so  that  damaged 
pictures  which  are  no  longer  available  can  be  "un- 
indexed"  and  a  different  picture  substituted. 

File  Popular  with  Teachers 

The  Pontiac  Ward  picture  file  has  helped  teachers 
in  Sunday  School,  Primary  and  other  ward  organiza- 
tions. 

In  developing  the  file,  evening  work  sessions  were 
held  and  all  of  the  teachers  of  the  children's  classes 
aided  in  mounting  and  indexing  the  pictures.  The 
subject  classifications  for  each  picture  were  written  on 
the  back  of  the  mounting,  and  typists  set  up  the  index 
cards.  Work  on  the  project  acquainted  each  teacher 
with  the  rich  variety  of  subjects  in  the  file,  and  this 
has  resulted  in  greater  usage  of  the  pictures  in  their 
teaching  activities. 


TOILING  UPWARDS 

HPhe  heights  by  great  men,  reached  and  kept 
Were  not  attained  by  sudden  flight. 

Rut  they,  while  their  companions  slept, 
Were  toiling  upwards  in  the  night. 

—Author  unknown. 
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Superintendents 

FOUR  ITEMS 

By  General  Superintendent 
George  R.  Hill 

pOUR  Items  for  all  Sunday  School 
superintendents  to  keep  in  mind: 
Item  I— No  more  full  time  special 
Sunday  School  programs.  Beginning 
with  1956  it  wfU  not  be  practicable 
any  longer  to  hold  special  Church- 
wide  Sunday  School  programs  such 
as  Easter  programs,  Mother's  Day 
programs  and  Christmas  programs 
occupying  the  entire  Sunday  School 
period. 

Two  wards  use  the  same  chapel 
in  over  one  third  of  the  wards  of 
the  Church.  Moreover,  wards  are 
being  divided  when  overcrowded  at 
the  rate  of  about  a  hundred  a  year. 
Perhaps  most  of  them  continue  to 
use  the  same  chapel.  In  some  stakes 
the  number  of  chapels  is  less  than 
half  the  number  of  wards.  Continu- 
ous use  of  the  chapel  by  one  ward 
for  the  entire  Sunday  School  period 
is  therefore  out  of  the  question. 

Special  committees  of  the  General 
Board  will  continue  to  prepare  spe- 
cial suggested  programs  for  the  Wor- 
ship Service  of  the  Sunday  School 
and  particularly  for  15  minutes 
which  will  take  the  place  of  the  2V2- 
minute  talks  and  the  song  practice 
for  these  special  days.  These  sug- 
gested programs  will  be  published 
in  The  Instructor.  These  programs 
should  not  be  allowed  to  lengthen 
the  worship  service. 
Item  II— Watch  out  for  losses  in  the 
active  rolls  at  the  time  of  the  ad- 
vancement of  classes.  It  is  easy  for 
members  to  drop  out  unnoticed  as 
certain  courses  are  finished  and  oth- 
ers are  begun,  often  with  new  teach- 
ers. That  is  the  time  of  the  greatest 
drop-out  of  the  youth  of  the  Church. 
We  must  prevent  this  loss. 

The  1955  roll  should  be  made  to 
advance  with  each  class.  Class  offi- 
,cers  should  be  appointed  at  once. 
Greeters  should  be  made  conscious 
of  every  member  of  each  class  to 
make  sure  that  each  member  is  made 
to  feel  welcome  and  wanted.  Let's 
cut  our  losses  as  children  pass 
through  youth  to  manhood  and 
womanhood. 

Item  Ill-January  15  is  100%  Sun- 
day. Specially  coached  greeters  and 
excellently  prepared  teachers  with 
classes  motivated  to  bring  in  those 
who  do  not  habitually  come  and 
bring  them  back  the  following  Sun- 


day can  make  this  day  truly  cumu- 
lative. 

This  day  will  not  accomplish  its 
purpose  unless  it  is  specifically 
planned  for.  Teamwork  with  each 
member  of  the  team  knowing  what 
part  he  is  to  play  can  work  wonders. 
Item  IV— Another  Change  in  Sunday 
School  Monthly  Report  Form.  Due 
to  increased  responsibihty  and  work 
attendant  on  The  Instructor  director 
and  also  on  the  librarian,  these  tre- 
mendously important  positions  will 
henceforth  be  occupied  by  two  peo- 
ple and  so  accounted  for  on  the 
Sunday  School  monthly  report  form, 
the  Instructor  director  continuing  on 
line  y  and  the  librarian  appearing 
on  the  now  vacant  line  X. 

This  change  will  allow  the  librari- 
an to  give  more  complete  attention 
to  the  collection,  classification  and 
use  of  visual  aids.  Instructor  articles 
and  other  teaching  helps  and  give 
the  Instructor  director,  who  may  also 
be  a  member  of  the  superintendency, 
the  responsibihty  of  seeing  that  the 
Instructor  is  currently  and  constantly 
available  to  and  used  by  100%  of 
the  ward  Sunday  School  faculty. 

Two  offices  —  Instructor  director 
and  librarian— henceforth  will  be  list- 
ed on  plan  I  and  plan  II  of  stake 
board  organization  ( Handbook, 
pages  4  and  5)  for  similar  reasons. 
The  oflFice  of  Instructor  director  may 
also  in  this  case  be  filled  by  a  mem- 
ber of  the  stake  superintendency. 


Secretaries 


start  The  New  Year  Right 

By  General  Secretary 
Richard  E.  Folland 


POMPLETE  class  rolls  at  the  very 
beginning  of  the  year  is  no 
problem,  provided  secretaries  have 
kept  the  roll  up  to  date  during  the 
past  year.  The  roll  book  should  go 
with  the  age  group.  All  that  is 
needed  is  to  turn  to  the  next  clean 
page  and  transfer  allthe  names  of 
ward  and  class  members  of  the  age 
group  to  both  "active"  and  "poten- 
tial" sides. 

Where  members  have  moved  from 
the  ward  (or  branch)  and  taken  their 
membership  record  with  them,  a 
notation  should  have  been  made  to 
that  effect  and  their  names  should 
not  be  repeated  on  the  new  roll. 
For  example,  the  group  which 
studied  Course  13  during  1955  would 
automatically  advance  to  Course  14 
in  1956.  See  General  Superintendent 
George  R.  Hill's  article  in  this  same 
issue  on  this  subject. 

By  the  time  you  receive  this  In- 
structor you  will  have  received  the 
1955  annual  ward  report  form.  It 
will  be  appreciated  if  you  will  care- 
fully complete  that  form  just  as 
quickly  as  possible  and  send  it  to 
your  stake  secretary  who  in  turn 
will  use  the  information  to  complete 
the  stake  annual  report.  These  an- 
nual stake  reports  should  be  in  the 
office  of  the  General  Board  by  the 
end  of  January.  Do  all  you  can  to 
help.  Be  sure  to  read  the  instructions 
before  completing  the  forms. 

The  1956  monthly  report  forms 
will  also  be  in  your  hands  by  the 
time  you  receive  this  issue  of  The 
Instructor.  You  will  save  yourself 
a  great  deal  of  difficulty  and  confu- 
sion if  you  will  read  and  study  the 
instructions  which  accompany  each 
pad  of  forms.  Then  please  place 
each  sheet  of  instructions  in  one  of 
your  permanent  record  books,  such 
as  the  ward  minute  book,  so  that 
they  will  be  handy  for  future  refer- 
ence, especially  for  your  helpers  or, 
if  need  be,  for  your  successor. 

Remember,  all  Sunday  School 
record  books,  pads  and  other  mate- 
rials are  the  property  of  the  Sunday 
School.  They  should  be  kept  in  a 
safe  place,  and  in  case  you  should 
be  released  at  any  time  all  these 
record  keeping  materials  should  be 
given  to  your  successor. 
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By   Hazel  West  Lewis 


Come  children  were  asked  what  the 
word  discipline  meant.  One 
child  said,  "It  is  ways  of  acting  so 
that  it  is  more  pleasant  for  people 
to  live  with  us."  Another  child  said, 
"It  is  how  we  get  along  and  work 
with  people." 

The  word  disciple  is  taken  from 
the  same  root  as  the  word  discipline. 
A  disciple  of  Jesus  chose  to  follow 
His  leader,  not  because  he  was 
forced  to  do  so,  but  because  the  way 
of  life  Jesus  presented  appealed  to 
him  as  a  form  of  guidance  and  direc- 
tion under  which  he  chose  to  grow 
and  develop  in  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

Discipline  or  class  control,  from 
this  point  of  view,  takes  on  an  en- 
tirely different  concept  from  the 
usual  interpretation.  The  teacher 
helps  the  child  become  responsible 
for  his  own  conduct  and  his  own  de- 
cisions. Under  the  wise  guidance  of 
the  teacher,  children  have  oppor- 
tunities to  use  materials,  to  ask  ques- 
tions, to  solve  problems,  to  plan  for 
special  events  and  excursions,  and 
to  work  happily  and  cooperatively 
with  the  group. 

What  are  some  of  the  factors  en- 
tering into  the  obtaining  of  good 
class  control?  Dr.  John  T.  Wahl- 
quist  has  said,  "The  personal  influ- 
ence of  the  teacher,  coupled  with 
the  nature  of  the  work  he  performs, 
is  the  greatest  factor  in  determining 
the  classroom  behavior  of  pupils."^ 
Some  of  these  factors  are:  the  per- 
sonality of  the  teacher,  her  atten- 
tion to  certain  classroom  routines, 
her  preparation,  her  understanding 
of  children's  needs  for  self-expres- 
sion and  doing. 

When  a  child  was  asked  what  it 
was  she  liked  about  a  beloved  teach- 
er, she  said,  "Mother,  she  is  fair 
with  all  the  children  and  we  know 


that  when  she  tells  us  to  do  some- 
thing she  means  it." 

From  this  one  statement  we  get 
two  qualities  of  a  good  teacher  that 
children  admire  —  fairness  and  con- 
sistency. Other  qualities  such  as 
patience,  tact,  sympathy,  sense  of 
humor,  sincerity,  resourcefulness, 
forcefulness  and  a  love  of  children 
aid  in  getting  good  control.  Of 
great  importance  is  the  teacher's 
voice.  I  have  often  observed  how  a 
teacher's  low,  clear  voice  has  helped 
to  quiet  a  group  of  children. 

Much  of  the  general  confusion 
in  a  classroom  is  due  to  the  over- 
looking  of  certain   physical   condi- 


tions. Teachers  should  be  aware  of 
the  discomfort  caused  by  poor  light 
or  improper  ventilation.  Chairs 
that  are  not  of  the  right  size  for  the 
little  children  cause  discomfort. 

Such  things  as  calling  the  roll  and 
passing  materials  can  be  time-con- 
suming and  cause  disorder  unless 
the  teacher  works  out  a  way  of 
getting  these  jobs  done  quickly  and 
easily.  Watching  the  seating  ar- 
rangement of  children  and  con- 
trolling combinations  of  children 
that  sit  together  will  aid  in  control. 

Adequate  preparation  on  the  part 
of  the  teacher  is  essential.  The 
teacher  should  know  her  subject 
matter  and  the  characteristics  of  the 
age  group  that  she  is  to  teach.  She 
will  want  to  know  their  interests, 
their  attention  span  and  what  they 
are  capable  of  doing.  For  little 
children,  she  will  want  to  know  a 
variety  of  rest  exercises.  She  will 
want  to  know  and  use  many  types 
of  visual  aids  that  will  enrich  her 
lesson. 

Children  need  to  be  given  an  op- 
portunity for  self-expressic«i.  Teach- 
ers can  talk  too  much.  We  need  to 
ask  ourselves  this  question:  What 
are  the  opportunities  for  child  par- 
ticipation? The  following  are  some 
possibilities : 

1.  With  little  children,  lead  up  to 
the  lesson  story  through  a  con- 
versation period. 

( Continued  on  next  page. ) 


^Wahlquist,  John  T.,  Teaching  as  the  Direction 
of  Activities,  p.  170. 


A  CAREFUL  TEACHER 
The  difference  between  moving  bodies  and  moving  minds. 
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jyjARCH,  1956:    "Christ  the  Lord 
is  Risen  Today,"  Hymns,  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints, 
No.  10. 

For  Choristebs:  This  is  one  of 
the  greatest  Easter  hymns  of  all  time. 
We  are  given  the  whole  month  of 
March  in  which  to  learn  it  well,  so 
that  on  Easter  morning,  April  1,  we 
may  sing  it  with  the  most  joyful 
and  exultant  spirit  and  emotion.  The 
miracle  of  the  risen  Christ  is  more 
than  atomic,  more  than  super-atomic. 
It  is  a  miracle  divine  which  we  are 
promised  for  each  one  of  us. 

How  can  we  as  choristers  achieve 
an  exultant,  vigorous  spirit  in  the 
singing  of  this  hymn?  First,  by  set- 
ting a  good  tempo,  not  too  slow,  yet 
not  too  fast  for  anyone.  By  the  way, 
this  can  be  found.  Secondly,  direct 
the  first  two  measures  of  each  hne 
with  marcato-that  is,  emphasized 
beats-and  let  the  third  and  fourth 
measures  be  sung  smoothly  legato. 
Try  to  express  this  by  the  manner 
of  your  beat.  Avoid  talking  too  much 
about  this  technicality,  but  try  very 
hard  to  express  it  by  your  manner 
of  conducting.  Do  you  know  how 
to  conduct  in  the  manner  of  mar- 
cato?  How  do  you  conduct  legato? 
Look  it  up  in  the  books  if  you 
have  any,  then  also  discuss  and  de- 
monstrate for  each  other  in  the 
monthly  preparation  meeting. 

This  hymn  of  triumph  and  praise  is 


Hymn  for  the  Month  of  March 


( Continued  from  preceding  page ) 

2.  Have  the  children  retell  stories 
with  flannelboard  or  groove 
board  figures. 

3.  Bring  stories  or  poems  to  en- 
rich the  lesson. 

4.  Give  a  special  report  on  some 
part  of  the  lesson. 

5.  Bring  pictures,  relics,  books  or 
objects  from  nature. 

6.  Make  a  chart  or  map. 

7.  Fill  in  outline  maps  (trek 
across  the  plains) 

8.  Decorate  room  (Junior  Sunday 
School) 

9.  Conduct  work  in  teacher's  ab- 
sence (A  splendid  account  of 
this  is  described  in  The  In- 
structor for  Dec,  1951:  "How 
Spiritual  Rejuvenation  Can  Be 
Achieved.") 

10.  Visiting  a  person  who  is  ill. 

11.  Writing  letters  to  a  missionary. 

12.  In  Jvmior  Sunday  School  there 
are  also  opportunities  for  dram- 
atizing stories. 

And  one  final  hint  in  controlling 
"Wiggleworm  Willies":  A  teacher 
should  be  as  polite  to  the  child  as 
she  wants  him  to  be  with  her. 


"Christ  Ihf  lord  Is  lism  Toriaii" 


By  Alexander  Schreiner 


Sacrament  Music  and  Gem 

For  the  Month  of  March 
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SACRAMENT  GEM 

"Be  ye  therefore  perfect,  even  as  your  Father 
which  is  in  heaven  is  perfect.' 
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carried  along  in  a  kind  of  marching 
rhythm  throughout.  A  slight  retard 
in  the  final  measure  only  will  be 
pleasing. 

This  hymn  is  quite  easy  to  sing, 
and  it  is  certainly  not  diflFicult  to 
direct,  but  it  is  surely  one  of  the 
most  difficult  hymns  to  play  on  the 
organ.  So  you  might  be  a  bit 
thoughtful  of  the  technical  limita- 
tions of  some  of  our  younger  organ- 
ists. Try  not  to  discourage  your 
organist  with  a  tempo  that  is  un- 
necessarily fast. 

Foe  Organists:  Please  read  the 
above  for  suggestions  on  musical 
handling  of  this  hymn.  Do  you  know 
how  to  play  marcato,  and  how  to 
play  legato?  There  is  something  ex- 
pressive to  work  at  in  this  which 
will  make  your  playing  of  the  organ 
more  interesting  and  meaningful. 
Try  to  avoid  playing  everything  half- 
way between  the  legato  and  mar- 


*Mattheva  5:48. 

cato.    Let  it  be  one  or  the  other  in 
this  hymn. 

We  recommend  a  bright  registra- 
tion with  four-foot  stops  and  octave 
couplers,  and  with  the  tremulant  off. 

As  to  pedals,  they  can  well  be 
omitted  for  the  first  three  "Alleluias." 
For  the  final  "Alleluia"  in  each  stan- 
za, you  may  play  a  simpler  bass 
with  four  half -notes  as  follows:  D. 
G.  A.  D.  This  is  quite  standard  pro- 
cedure. Beethoven  and  Bach  often' 
simplified  the  bass  line  when  played 
by  contra-bass  or  organ  pedals. 

This  is  not  an  easy  hymn  to  play, 
and  we  hope  ardently  tiiat  you  wfll 
have  opportunity,  every  one  of  you, 
to  try  playing  it  in  the  preparation 
meeting.  Then  you  may  note  and 
imitate  each  other's  good  playing 
qualities. 

This  hymn  is  an  example  of  su- 
perb, congregational  music  compris- 
ing joyful,  majestic  and  serious  qual- 
ities which  will  surely  result  in  an 
inspiring  rendition  for  Easter  Day. 
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Question  Box 


What  Is  Prayer 
Meeting  Procedure? 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  If  you  have  a  question  re- 
garding Sunday  School  procedure,  send  it  to: 
The  Question  Box,  The  Instructor  Editorial 
Dept.,  50  North  Main,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  Not 
all  answers  can  be  published  in  the '  magazine, 
but  each  inquiry  will  receive  a  written  reply. 


Prayer  in  Prayer  Meeting 

Qlt  has  been  the  policy  of  this 
'  Sunday  School  in  prayer  meet- 
ing to  have  an  opening  prayer  and 
no  closing  prayer.  Is  this  the  proper 
procedure  or  should  this  be  re- 
versed? 

A.  Page  21  of  The  Sunday  School 
Handbook  lists  the  order  of  exercises 
in  the  prayer  meeting  as: 

1.  Limited  instructions  and  an- 
nouncements by  the  superintenden- 
cy. 

2.  Recitation  of  the  sacrament 
gem  by  the  entire  group. 

3.  Rendition  of  prayer  thought  or 
impressive  reading  of  scripture,  po- 
etry, or  other  Hterature. 

4.  Prayer. 

Conducting  Prayer  Meeting 

Q.  When  one  of  the  superinten- 
dency  can  not  be  at  prayer  meeting 
on  time,  is  it  proper  for  one  of  the 
teachers  to  take  charge  in  order  to 
commence  this  meeting  promptly? 
—Canadian  Mission, 

A.  Punctuahty  is  a  great  virtue. 
It  is  one  of  the  things  we  should 
teach  our  Sunday  School  members 
by  example  as  well  as  by  precept. 
A  punctual  Sunday  School  has  a 
much  better  chance  of  being  a  quiet 
reverential  school  than  one  in  which 
tardy  people  are  continually  disturb- 
ing others.  To  wait  for  officers  to 
arrive  is  to  put  a  premium  on  tardi- 
ness. 

It  is  not  only  proper  but  advisable 
for  the  superintendent  to  delegate 
the  next  in  line  to  start  the  prayer 


meeting  in  the  event  conditions  pre- 
vent him  from  arriving  on  time. 

»     «     « 

Training  on  Fast  Day 

Q.  In  connection  with  Course  No. 
22,  Teacher  Training,  I  will  appreci- 
ate a  ruling  from  you  as  to  whether 
or  not  this  class  should  be  held  on 
Fast  Sundays. 

—Dallas  (Texas)  Stake. 

A.  It  would  be  entirely  up  to  the 
bishop  of  the  ward,  if  teacher  train- 
ing classes  are  held  in  the  ward, 
whether  they  could  be  held  on  Fast 
Sundays.  Generally,  if  this  class  is 
held  during  the  Sunday  School  class 
period  time,  it  should  be  held  on 
Fast  Sundays.  If,  however,  it  is  held 
during  the  worship  service  time  and 
your  Sunday  School  period  is  short- 
ened on  Fast  Sundays,  then  it  would 
not  afford  sufficient  time.  In  this 
case  it  might  be  best  not  to  hold 
the  teacher  training  class  on  that  day, 
so  long  as  the  26  lessons  in  the  man- 
ual are  carefully  and  adequately  con- 
sidered. That  is  what  counts. 
«     «     * 

When  to  Sustain  Teachers 

Q.  When  sustaining  and  releasing 
Sunday  School  officers  and  teachers, 
in  what  meeting  is  this  done  and  by 
whom? 

—Mesa  (Arizona)  Stake. 

A.  When  sustaining  and  releasing 
Sunday  School  officers  and  teachers, 
it  is  entirely  up  to  the  ward  bishopric 
as  to  how  and  when  and  by  whom 
it  is  done.  A  good  practice  is  to  do 
this  during  the  time  of  making  the 
announcements . 


Recorded  Prelude 

Q.  We  have  a  branch  in  our  stake 
which  does  not  have  a  piano  to  use 
for  prelude  and  postlude  music  dur- 
ing Sunday  School.  Do  you  have  a 
record  of  prelude  and  postlude  music 
available  for  purchase  to  use  in  this 
Sunday  School? 

—Young  (New  Mexico)  Stake. 

A.  The  Junior  Sunday  School 
Committee  has  a  new  record  con- 
taining two  piano  solos  from  The 
Children  Sing  and  two  or  three  organ 
solos  of  hymns.  The  balance  of  the 
disc  contains  Junior  Sunday  School 
songs.  This  record  may  be  suitable 
for  your  needs.  Price  is  $2.00  as 
listed  on  the  Sunday  School  order 
form  and  sold  by  the  Deseret  Book 

Company. 

«     »     # 

How  Many  Songs? 

Q.  How  many  times  during  the 
month  is  the  practice  song  to  be 
sung  in  Sunday  School? 

—St.  David  (Arizorm)  Stake. 

A.  The  choristers  in  the  ward 
should  decide  when  and  how  often 
they  practice  this  designated  hymn. 
If  the  song  is  unfamiliar  to  most 
members  they  would  do  well  to  prac- 
tice it  every  Sunday  morning. 
»     *     » 

Prayer  Before  Stake  Meeting 

Q.  Should  a  prayer  meeting  be 
held  immediately  prior  to  stake 
preparation  meeting? 

—Redondo  (California)  Stake. 

A.  There  is  a  great  advantage  to 
a  stake  board  prayer  meeting  just 
before  stake  preparation  meeting. 
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'TpHE  words  of  good  poetry  are  vivid  and  beautiful, 
and  therefore  long  remembered.  They  fall  upon 
the  ears  of  children  with  particular  pleasure,  and  with 
a  singing  rhythm,  combining,  as  they  do,  truth  and 
music.  Because  of  their  briefness  and  their  measured 
melody,  and  because  of  the  eternal  verity  of  great 
poems,  they  should  be  used  often  in  gospel  teaching, 
for  classes  of  all  ages. 

Prose,  spoken  or  written,  may  give  greater  detail 
and  may  be  more  easily  available,  but  the  eager  mind 
will  more  quickly  grasp  the  meaning  of  poetry  and 
will  make  of  it  a  heritage  forever.  Tennyson's  lines, 
^1  am  a  part  of  all  that  I  have  met,"  have  meaning 
of  great  importance  to  all  of  those  who  have  been 
privileged  to  grow  up  with  poetry. 

A  World  of  Word  Music 

It  is  unfortunate  that  many  of  today's  children  have 
never  been  invited  into  the  wide  and  shining  world  of 
word  music.  Yet  every  child  is  hungry  for  rhymes,  for 
the  repetition  of  lovely  sounds,  for  recurring  measures 
to  delight  his  heart.  Here  the  Sunday  School  teacher 
may  supply  a  spiritual  need  and  illustrate  the  lesson 
truths  as  well,  for  poetry  is  that  form  of  literature 
w^hich  aspires  to  loftiness  of  thought  and  gives  pleasure 
and  inspiration  through  its  carefully  patterned  words. 

It  may  be  that  many  of  us  have  considered  the 
Bible,  The  Book  of  Mormon,  and  the  Doctrine  and 
Covenants  as  being  too  difficult  for  children  to  under- 
stand. Yet  there  are  many  passages  in  these  sacred 
books  which  reveal  the  majestic  simpHcity  of  poetic 
prose,  and  numerous  other  passages  which  have  been 
classified  as  great  poetry. 

A  very  young  child— a  six-year-old,  perhaps— can 
understand  the  Christmas  story,  particularly  as  given 
in  the  gospel  of  St.  Luke.  A  few  lines  read,  then  some 
words  of  explanation  from  the  teacher,  and  the  story 
can  be  continued.  The  reading  should  not  be  hurried. 
".  .  .  And  there  were  in  the  same  country  shepherds 
abiding  in  the  field,  keeping  watch  over  their  flock  by 
night.  .  .  ."  ~ 

Great  Thoughts  Crystallized 

It  has  been  said  that  the  poet  has  the  ability  to 
crystallize  into  a  few  jeweled  words  the  greatest 
thoughts  of  all  time,  "words  from  before  the  world 
was,  and  words  for  the  life  beyond,"  It  is  a  joy  to 
know  that  the  poets  have  not  neglected  children  and 
young  people.  A  suitable  poem  can  be  found  to  illus- 
trate almost  any  point  in  a  lesson,  or  for  any  program 
occasion.  If  suitable  poems  are  not  available  in  the 
Sunday  School  library,  they  may  be  obtained  from 
public  libraries,  from  school  libraries,  from  bookstores, 
and  from  current  magazines. 

The  shepherds  and  the  Wise  Men  came 
Where  straw  and  hay  were  piled 
And  saw  within  the  manger  place 
The  kingdom  of  a  Child.  .  .  . 
Let  the  poems  be  in  simple  words  for  the  young 
children,  the  well-loved  verses  of  Eugene  Field  and 

'Well  known  poetess  and  associate  editor.  The  Relief  Society  Magazine. 

JANUARY    1956 
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By  Vesta  P.  Crawford* 

Robert  Louis  Stevenson,  and  others  who  have  opened 
the  doors  of  beauty  for  children.  Often  the  children 
will  ask  for  the  privilege  of  reciting  poems  before  the 
class,  and  the  music  of  the  lines  will  inscribe  the 
thought  upon  the  minds  of  all  the  children  listening. 
How  beautiful  and  appealing  are  the  Christmas 
words  of  our  own  Latter-day  Saint  poet,  Orson  F. 
Whitney: 

In  robes  of  light,  than  day  more  bright, 

Haloed  with  heav'nly  flame, 

Adown  the  sky  from  worlds  on  high 

The  glorious  Saviour  came.  .  . 

(from  "Christ  and  His  Little  Ones," 
Primary  Song  Book,  1948  edition,  page  76. ) 
It  is  said  that  poetry  consists  of  the  best  words  in 
the  best  order.  Thus  poetry  can  be  used  to  illuminate 
the  lesson  material  for  classes  of  almost  any  age.  Boys 
and  girls  in  their  teens  are  ready  to  appreciate  the 
heritage  of  wisdom  and  beauty  which  has  come  to  us 
from  Shakespeare,  Browning,  Tennyson,  Wordsworth, 
and  other  masters  of  poetic  expression.  Poetry  of 
spiritual  affirmation  will  help  the  teacher  to  say,  in  a 
few  words,  the  vital  message  of  the  lesson. 

Nearly  Any  Subject  Can  be  Found 

One  may  consider,  for  example,  the  subject  of  pray- 
er. The  poets  have  told  us  that  prayer  is  a  messenger 
between  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  that  prayer  uplifts 
the  aspiring  soul  and  comforts  one  bereaved.  How  well 
Tennyson  has  explained  the  boundless  power  of  prayer: 
More  things  are  wrought  by  prayer 
Than  this  world  dreams  of.  Wherefore 

let  thy  voice 
Rise  like  a  fountain  for  me  night  and  day.  .  .  . 

(from  Tennyson's  "Morte  D'Arthur.") 
The  discussion  in  an  adult  class  may  turn  to  the 
perplexities  of  our  swiftly  changing  era,  for,  as  the 
poet  Wordsworth  has  said: 

The  world  is  too  much  with  us;  late  and  soon, 

Getting  and  spending,  we  lay  waste  our  powers.  .  . 

(from  "The  World  Is  Too  Much  With  Us.") 

It  is  our  life  problem  and  our  chief  responsibility 

to  find  a  pathway  that  seems  to  be  clear  in  its  direction, 

from  beginning  to  end,  a  path  so  well  defined  that 

we  are  able  to  know  something  about  the  life  before 

our  earthly  sojourn,  and  to  gain  a  vision  of  our  eternal 

tomorrows.   Again  in  words  of  poetry,  fully  in  keeping 

with  our  gospel  teachings,  we  may  receive  illumination: 

Our  birth  is  but  a  sleep  and  a  forgetting: 
The  soul  that  rises  with  us,  our  life's  star, 
Hath  had  elsewhere  its  setting, 
And  cometh  from  afar: 
Not  in  entire  forgetfulness, 
And  not  in  utter  nakedness. 
But  trailing  clouds  of  glory  do  we  come 
From  God,  who  is  our  home.  .  . 
(from  Wordsworth,  "Intimations  of  Immortality.") 
What  is  brotherhood,  and  how  mav  it  be  attained? 
When  will  ultimate  peace  come  to  the  earth?    What 

( Continued  on  next  page. ) 
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What  The  Snnday  School  Has  Done  For  Me 

By  Virginia  F.  Cutler 

^^¥T  is  thy  privilege  ...  to  stand  as  a  teacher  in  the 
midst  of  thine  associates,  both  friends  and  stran- 
gers, bath  old  and  young."  This  promise  comes  from  a 
sacred  document,  a  patriarchal  blessing,  given  me  in 
my  early  youth.  It  has  been  a  guiding  and  directing 
force  throughout  my  life  and  has  motivated  me  to 
constantly  strive  toward  mastery  of  some  of  the  basic 
principles  essential  to  success  in  teaching. 

Tlu-ee  opportunities  to  "try  my  wings"  as  a  teacher 
came  in  my  early  years.  I  lived  in  a  small  ward  out 
in  the  country  where  everyone  had  to  take  two  or 
three  jobs  in  order  to  get  all  the  work  done.  My 
assignments  were  to  lead  the  singing,  teach  the  Inter- 
mediate class  in  Sunday  School  and  to  be  the  assistant 
Bee  Keeper  in  MIA. 

The  Sunday  School  lessons  were  "Book  of  Mormon 
Stories,"  and  while  there  was  perhaps  little  learned 
by  the  class,  the  teacher  discovered  some  great  heroes 
with  ideals  worth  following.  These  heroes  have  kept 
her  good  company  through  the  years.  Leading  the 
singing  has  become  a  hobby  most  useful  in  many  pro- 
fessional teaching  assignments.  It  is  a  valuable  asset 
now,  in  my  work  with  the  people  of  Thailand.   These 


FRIENDS  AND  STRANGERS 
Mrs.  Cutler  with  a  class  in  Bangkok,  Thailand. 

early  teaching  experiences  made  very  clear  two  basic 
requirements:  (1)  A  teacher  must  know  more  than  the 
students.  (2)  A  teacher  must  live  everything  she  teaches. 

There  has  always  been  a  class  for  me  to  teach  in 
one  capacity  or  another.  Young  and  old— friends  and 
strangers  have  been  there  seeking  a  better  way  of  life, 
hoping  to  get  some  inspiration,  some  knowledge,  and 
some  ideas  to  build  their  souls. 

What  has  Sunday  School  teaching  done  for  me? 
Well,  it  started  me  off  on  a  most  thrilling  and  satisfy- 
ing career  that  to  me  is  the  greatest  of  all  professions 
—that  of  teaching.  It  has  provided  a  constant  challenge 
to  keep  ahead  of  the  class  and  to  practice  what  I 
preach. 


VIRGINIA  FARRER  CUTLER 
has  studied  in  many  areas  of 
education,  and  began  public  school 
teaching  in  1926. 

Born  in  Park  City,  Utah,  in  1905, 
she  was  graduated  from  the  Univer- 
sity of  Utah  in  1926.  She  married 
R.  Garr  Cutler,  and  they  had  two 
sons  before  he  died  in  1931. 

Continuing  her  teaching,  Mrs. 
Cutler  also  earned  a  master's  degree 
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at  Stanford  in  1937.  Her  Ph.D.  de- 
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the  Home  Economics  department  at 
the  University  of  Utah,  and  has 
taught  at  summer  sessions  of  other 
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-V.  B.  S. 


( Continued  from  preceding  page. ) 
is  meant  by  the  Millennium?  How  many  times  we 
come  across  such  problems  in  gospel  teaching— how 
many  times  they  become  a  part  of  the  lessons,  or  a 
theme  for  discussions  in  the  home,  or  in  groups  of 
friends.  Tennys®n,  foreseeing  a  day  beyond  the  spa- 
cious times  of  great  Victoria,  wrote: 
For  I  dipt  into  the  future, 

far  as  human  eyes  could  see. 
Saw  the  vision  of  the  world, 

and  all  the  wonders  that  would  be; 
Saw  the  heavens  fill  with  commerce, 

argosies  of  magic  sails, 
Pilots  of  the  purple  twilight, 

dropping  down  with  costly  bales.  .  . 

(from  "Locksley  Hall.") 

SUGGESTED  REFERENCES  FOR  POETRY 
TO  USE  IN  GOSPEL  TEACHING 
Poems  for  Children 

Burt,  OHve  Woolley:    God  Gave  Me  Eyes,  Samuel 
Gabriel  Sons,  New  York,  $1.00. 
God  Gave  Me  Friends,  Samuel  Gabriel  Sons. 
Small  Prayers  for  Small  People,  ( soon  to  be  pub- 
lished. ) 
Doane,  Pelagie:    Poems  of  Praise  (an  anthology), 
J.  B.  Lippincott  Company,  Philadelphia,  $2.75. 


Eaton,  Anne  Thaxter:    Welcome  Christmas,  Viking 
Press,  New  York,  $2.50. 

Field,  Rachel:   Prayer  for  a  Child,  Macmillan  Com- 
pany, New  York,  $1.00. 

Jones,  Jessie  Orton:   Small  Rain,  Viking  Press,  New 
York  City,  $2.50. 
Secrets,  Viking  Press,  $2.50. 

Jones,  Mary  Alice:    Tell  Me  About  Prayer,  Rand 
McNally  &  Company,  Chicago. 

Poems  for  Adolescents  and  Adults 

(These  books  are  collections  of  poems  on  various  sub- 
jects, but  many  of  them  express  thoughts  of 
value  in  gospel  teaching. ) 
Coles,   Christie  Lund:     Legacy,   privately  printed,^ 

$1.50. 
Haskins,   Frederic  J.:    Americas  Favorite  Poems, 

Haskins  Publishers,  Washington,  D.  C,  10c. 
Lund,  C.  N.:    Poems,  privately  printed,  $1.50. 
Wangsgaard,   Eva  Willes:     After  the   Blossoming, 

Wings  Press,  Mill  Valley,  California,  $1.50. 

Down  This  Road,  Wings  Press,  $1.50. 
Of  Stone  and  Star,  by  the  Utah  Sonneteers,  Avalon 

Press,  Rogers,  Arkansas,  $2.50. 
Utah  Sings— Volumes  I,  II,  and  III  (anthologies  of 

poems  by  Utahns).   Vol.  Ill  pubkshed  1953  by 

Utah  Poetry  Society,  $3.00. 
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Junior  Sunday  School 


Use  Library  Eye-catchers 


By  Lorna  Call  Alder 

'T'HE  Sunday  School  library  has 
been  defined  as  "a  growing 
collection  of  classified  Gospel  teach- 
ing aids,  whose  use  is  continually 
encouraged  and  supervised  by  an 
alert  librarian." 

It  is  hoped  that  by  now  all  Sun- 
day Schools  have  a  functioning  libra- 
ry. Should  you  not  have  one,  the  loss 
is  yours  and  the  students  in  the  Sun- 
day School. 

We  know  that  to  make  lessons 
interesting  we  must  enrich  them. 
"Variety  is  the  spice  of  life"  applies 
to  lessons— so  we  gather  pictures, 
objects,  stories  and  poems.  We  col- 
lect or  make  cut-outs,  flannelboard 
and  groove  board  figures  to  enrich, 
to  create  interest,  to  hold  attention, 
to  clarify  and  to  instruct.  All  this 
takes  time  but  we  feel  it  worthwhile 
if  it  aids  in  making  the  lesson  inter- 
esting and  meaningful. 

What  Good  Is  a  Library? 

The  library  was  created  to  help 
you.  It  should  be  a  wonderful  store- 
house of  teaching  aids  for  all  teach- 
ers. Much  has  been  collected  by 
others;  use  their  riches. 

Good  teachers,  it  is  true,  do  not 
rely  entirely  on  the  library  for  en- 
richment materials.  Find  out  what 
the  library  has— not  Sunday  morning 
tefore  prayer  meeting— but  at  least 
a  week  or  two  before  the  lesson  is 
to  be  taught.  Then  select  the  best 
of  what  you  have  collected  and 
Avhat  is  in  the  library  to  support  the 
objective  of  your  lesson. 

Remember,  the  well  -  equipped 
Sunday  School  library  can  reduce 
your  time,  expense  and  trouble  in 
searching  for  helps  for  your  lessons. 
Librarians  are  eager  to  help  you 
find  materials  they  have  classified 
and  filed  for  your  use. 

What  Is  an  Aid? 

The  preparation  of  many  so-called 
teaching  aids  is  time-consuming.  We 
must  evaluate  them  carefully  to  see 
that  they  are  really  aids  and  not 
substitutes.  They  are  means  to  an 
end  and  not  an  end  in  themselves. 
The  purpose  of  our  lessons  is  to 
make  Latter-day  Saints.  Each  lesson 
should  have  a  specific  objective  that 
will  forge  a  link  in  this  great  chain. 


Does  the  aid  you  are  using  from  the 
library  or  from  your  own  collection 
make  for  lesson  unity,  carrying  out 
the  purpose  of  the  lesson? 

Teachers  who  have  spent  time 
making  aids,  finding  pictures,  stories 
and  poems  can  render  a  great  serv- 
ice by  pooling  materials  in  the  libra- 
ry so  others  may  use  them. 

Wards  that  do  not  have  a  func- 
tioning library  should  start  at  once 
to  organize  one.  The  Library  and 
Teaching  Aids  Committee  of  the 
General  Board  has  written  and  com- 
piled a  splendid  help  in  the  booklet, 
Teaching  Aids  and  Library  Guide- 
hook.  It  is  available  for  the  small 
amount  of  fifty  cents. 

Each  month  the  department  for 
Librarians  in  The  Instructor  carries 
an  article  that  is  helpful  to  teachers 
and  administrators  as  well  as  libra- 
rians. 

ft     »     «    _ 

"\rEXT  month's  article  will  be 

"Scripture  —  Its  Place  in  the 

Worship    Service,"   by    Camille   W. 

Halliday. 

ft     ft     ft 

SACRAMENT  GEM 
J  come  to  thee  all  penitent, 
I  feel  thy  love  for  me. 
Dear  Savior,  in  this  Sacrament 

I  do  remember  thee. 

ft     ft     « 

Junior  Sunday  School 

Song  of  the  Month 

for  March 

Appreciation  for  Parents 

"Mother  and  Father,"  The  Children 
Sing,  No.  131. 

AS  we  teach  this  song  we  have 
an  opportunity  to  help  children 
become  aware  of  another  wonderful 
blessing  too  often  taken  for  granted. 
This  is  a  gift  bestowed  on  them  by 
their  Heavenly  Father,  the  privilege 
of  having  parents  who  do  so  much 
for  them.  Because  of  its  message 
this  song  is  suitable  for  use  at  any 
time. 

"Mother  and  Father"  is  a  child's 
song,  and  as  indicated  must  be  sung 
simply.  This  can  be  achieved  by 
keeping  it  at  a  moderate  tempo.  Also 
to  be  most  effective  it  needs  to  be 
sung  smoothly  and  sweetly.    To  at- 


tain smoothness,  train  the  children 
to  watch  the  direction  of  your  hand 
so  they  will  begin  together  and  keep 
together.  By  watching  you  they  will 
give  each  note  its  full  value  and 
avoid  any  tendency  to  sound  "jerky." 
Try  to  have  the  children  sing  the 
words  clearly  and  distinctly  but 
avoid  any  over-exaggeration  of  dic- 
tion. This  song  will  be  learned  very 
quickly.  Use  the  "whole"  method 
for  teaching  each  stanza.  When  it 
is  well  learned  it  may  be  sung  with 
a  soft  accompaniment. 

—Edith  Nash. 

ft     «     « 

Idea  ExcHANfeE 
To  Promote  Effective  Speeches 
tJOW    effective    and    inspirational 
are  the  short  talks  or  other  in- 
spirational   presentations    in     your 
ward  and  stake? 

The  Junior  Sunday  School  coor- 
dinator and  stake  superintendency 
of  Highland  Stake  were  anxious  to 
fulfill  the  assignment  given  to  the 
Sunday  School:  "One  of  the  impor- 
tant functions  of  the  Sunday  School 
is  to  train  members  of  the  Church 
for  more  effective  vocal  expression."* 

Planning  with  the  Superintenden- 
cy,  the  stake  coordinator  used  one 
stake  preparation  meeting  to  discuss 
the  purpose  and  the  sources  of  short 
inspirational  talks. 

Then  using  one  ward  in  the  ex- 
periment, the  stake  coordinator 
helped  to  stimulate  and  inspire  talks 
that  were  meaningful  to  children. 
The  children  were  encouraged  to  ex- 
press their  owm  thoughts  in  their 
own  way,  and  in  their  own  lan- 
guage. 

Co-operation  of  Parents 

The  children's  parents  were  con- 
tacted by  personal  visits  or  telephone 
calls  and  the  program  was  explained 
to  them.  They  were  asked  to  en- 
courage the  children  to  be  creative 
and  dependable.  An  invitation  was 
given   to   the   parents   to   visit   the 

*S«ndoj/  School  Handbook,  page  41.  Other 
sources  of  help  are  Suggestions  for  Planning  the 
Stake  Preparation  Meeting,  page  37,  and  Policies 
and  Procedures  for  Junior  Sunday  School  Worship 
Service,  page  23. 
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Junior  Sunday  School  to  hear  the 
presentations. 

These  same  children  were  asked 
to  give  their  talks  during  the  next 
stake  preparation  meeting.  Each 
ward  coordinator  was  then  asked  to 
have  two  children  who  had  given 
the  inspirational  talks  during  the 
month  at  the  next  stake  prepara- 
tion meeting.  Before  all  the 
ward  and  stake  workers,  these  chil- 
dren gave  their  talks.  The  children 
talked  on  such  subjects  as  "Family 
Prayer,"  "Our  Missionary."  "How  My 
Brother  Was  Blessed,"  "The  Fourth 
of  July,"  "David  and  Goliath,"  "Dan- 
iel In  the  Lion's  Den,"  "Friendship," 
.  and  "I  Can  Love  Everyone." 

The  talks  provided  a  spiritual  and 
thrilling  experience,  and  demonstrat- 
ed the  wonderful  opportunities  for 
children  to  express  themselves  when 
properly  motivated  and  encouraged. 
—Margaret  Hopkinson. 
«     «     « 

Question  from  the  Field 

Exhibit  Labels 

QUESTION:    We  are  planning  a 
stake  Sunday  School  teaching 
aids  exhibit  and  our  Junior  Suruhy 
School  is  in  charge  of  setting  up  the 
display.  Would  you  suggest  a  good 
way  to  label  the  items? 
Answer:   You  are  right  in  your  con- 
cern with  the  labeling  of  the  ex- 
hibit.  A  display  in  which  the  de- 
scription cards  carry  such  informa- 
tion as  the  uses  to  which  an  aid 
may  be  put,  materials  used  and 
the  way  in  which  the  object  was 
constructed,    and    perhaps    other 
ways  the  same  item  could  be  made 
becomes    a   real  learning    oppor- 
tunity for  the  viewer. 

Cards  may  be  laid  near  or  at- 
tached to  the  display  item.  An- 
other good  position  for  a  card- 
board label  not  over  six  inches  in 
height,  is  to  attach  spring  clothes- 
pins to  its  lower  edge  and  stand  it 
upright— the  base  of  a  clothespin 
makes  a  secure  prop  for  a  card. 
—Eva  May  Green. 
#     «     « 

Enrichment  Material 

Jimmy  Went  Fishing 

JIMMY  listlessly  followed  the  bish- 
op and  Brother  Bowers  as  they 
left  his  mother's  bedroom.  His  father 
did  not  come  all  the  way  out.  He 
stopped  at  the  door  and  shook  hands 
and  said,  "Thank  you  for  coming 
again.  She  is  always  better  after  you 
give  her  a  blessing.  If  she  could  just 
hold  a  little  food  down,  iiow,  and 
get  her  strength  back,  she  would  get 
well." 


The  Bishop  answered,  "You  must 
have  faith.  You  have  done  all  you 
can  do,  now  you  must  trust  in  the 
Lord." 

Jimmy  watched  the  bishop  walk 
down  the  path  between  the  rose 
bushes  his  mother  had  planted  and 
wished  to  himself  that  he  had  as 
much  faith  as  the  bishop  had.  The 
trouble  with  him  was,  he  guessed, 
he  was  so  scared.  He  wanted  to  be- 
lieve that  the  Lord  would  make  his 
mother  well,  but  how  could  He, 
when  she  could  not  eat.  Not  one 
single  thing  had  stayed  in  her 
stomach  for  a  whole  week.  Even 
the  doctor  did  not  know  what  to 
give  her  now. 

Jimmy  walked  slowly  to  his  room 
and  looked  out  of  the  window,  up 
at  the  stars.  "Dear  Father  in  Heav- 
en," he  prayed,  "please  help  my 
mother  get  well."  Tears  burned  his 
eyes  and  he  brushed  them  away. 

As  he  turned  from  the  window,  he 
stumbled  over  the  end  of  the  new 
fishing  pole  his  father  had  brought 
home  just  before  his  mother  took 
sick.  They  had  planned  to  go  fishing 
on  opening  day,  but  that  was  all 
over  now. 

Jimmy  closed  his  eyes  and  thought 
about  last  year.  He  could  almost 
smell  the  smoke  from  the  fire  and 
the  freshly  caught  fish  sizzling  in  the 
pan.  He  remembered  his  mother's 
voice  and  how  glad  her  face  was  as 
she  said,  "Oh,  I've  never  tasted  any- 
thing so  delicious  in  all  my  life!" 

He  opened  his  eyes  again  and 
looked  at  the  fishing  pole.  His  heart 
started  to  beat  faster  with  excitement 
and  suddenly  he  knew  what  he  was 
going  to  do.  Hurriedly  he  got  his 
flashlight  out  of  the  drawer  and  ran 
out  on  the  back  lawn  to  look  for 
night  crawlers. 

The  birds  were  just  starting  their 
sleepy  chirpings  when  the  alarm 
clock  buzzed  loudly  under  Jimmy's 
pillow  the  next  morning.  He  jumped 
and  turned  it  off  quickly  so  that 
it  would  not  disturb  his  mother; 
then  he  slipped  into  his  clothes  and 
fastened  his  fishing  gear  securely  on 
his  back.  Quietly  he  slipped  out  of 
the  door  and  wheeled  his  bike  down 
the  driveway.  It  was  over  five  miles 
to  Spring  Run,  and  he  had  never 
been  there  alone  before.  But  there 
the  stream  flowed  cold  and  swift 
down  from  the  canyon,  and  Jimmy 
was  somehow  sure  that  in  that  spot 
he  could  catch  a  fish. 

Twice  on  the  way,  he  had  to  stop 
and  rest,  but  not  for  long.  It  seemed 
as  though  his  bike  had  wings,  as  it 
zipped  along  the  highway  in  the 
early  dawn. 


His  heart  started  to  heat  faster. 

The  sun  was  just  climbing  over 
the  mountain  when  he  cast  his  line 
into  the  stream.  Once  again,  he 
closed  his  eyes  and  prayed.  Then, 
he  tried  hard  to  remember  every- 
thing his  father  had  told  him  about 
catching  fish. 

Suddenly  his  line  jerked  hard.  The 
way  it  tugged  at  the  pole,  Jimmy 
knew  he  had  a  big  one.  Carefully  he 
played  it  and  slowly  reeled  it  in. 
When  he  had  it  safely  on  the  bank, 
he  saw  with  joy  it  was  at  least  ten 
inches  long;  the  best  he  had  ever 
caught.  He  gathered  enough  cool, 
wet  leaves  to  wrap  it  carefully  and 
then  closed  it  tightly  in  his  creel.  He 
fastened  the  basket  on  his  shoulders 
and  jumping  on  his  bike,  he  started 
joyfully  homeward. 

By  the  time  he  reached  his  drive- 
way, however,  his  legs  were  so  tired 
and  heavy  he  did  not  know  if  they 
would  hold  him  up  when  he  stepped 
onto  the  ground.  Then  he  saw  his 
father  watching  by  the  porch. 

His  father's  face  was  worried. 
"Jimmy,"  he  said,  "where  have  you 
been?"  He  looked  at  the  fishing 
gear  and  exclaimed,  "This  is  no  time 
to  go  fishing!" 

Slowly,  Jimmy  reached  for  the 
creel  and  opened  it.  Carefully  he 
lifted  out  the  fish.  "This  is  for  Moth- 
er," he  said.  "I  think  she  can  eat  it." 
Then,  because  he  was  so  tired,  he 
sank  down  on  the  grass. 

A  little  while  later,  Jimmy  came 
into  his  mother's  room.  Daddy  was 
( Continued  on  next  page. ) 
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•      • 


Serve  Him  With  All  Your  Heart, 


Might,  Mind,  and  Strength 


?? 


Teachers:  Here  are  your  assignments 
for  class  memorization,  correlated 
tvith  the  March  lessons. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  CHURCH 
FOR  CHILDREN 

Course  No.  6 
We  believe  that  through  the  Atone- 
ment of  Christ,  all  mankind  may  be 
saved,  by  obedience  to  the  laws  and 
ordinances  of  the  Gospel. 

-Third  Article  of  Faith 

OLD  TESTAMENT  STORIES 

Course  No.  8 
And  behold,  I  am  with  thee,  and 
will  keep  thee  in  all  places  whither 
thou  goest,  and  will  bring  thee  again 
into  this  land;  for  I  will  not  leave 
thee,  until  I  have  done  that  which  I 
have  spoken  to  thee  of. 

—Genesis  28:1B. 


( Continued  from  preceding  page ) 
just  putting  her  breakfast  tray  be- 
side her.  He  lifted  the  cover  from 
the  plate  and  there  was  the  fish, 
delicately  golden  brown  and  sizzling 
hot.  He  gently  lifted  a  forkful  and 
put  it  into  her  mouth.  Anxiously, 
Jimmy  watched  her  face  while  she 
carefully  chewed  and  swallowed. 
For  a  long  minute  nothing  happened, 
and  then  she  smiled  weakly  and 
nodded  her  head. 

It  stayed  down,  every  bite  of  it, 
and  the  loving,  happy  look  in  his 
mother's  eyes  made  Jimmy  want  to 
jump  with  joy.  Instead  of  doing 
that,  though,  he  went  into  his  room 
and  knelt  down  to  thank  the  Lord. 

—Helen  Hooper. 


CORRECTION 


Because  of  a  typographical  error, 
the  height  of  the  Los  Angeles  Tem- 
ple was  given  as  275  feet  8^2  inches 
in  the  November,  1955  Instructor, 
page  330.  The  correct  figure  is  the 
one  listed  on  page  336  of  that  issue: 
257  feet  8^2  inches. 

*See  Course  No.  12. 


THE  LIFE  OF  CHRIST 
Course  No.  10 
John  answered,  saying  unto  them 
all,  I  indeed  baptize  you  with  water; 
but  one  mightier  than  I  cometh,  the 
latchet  of  whose  shoes  I  am  not 
worthy  to  unloose :  he  sh^U  baptize 
you  with  the  Holy  Ghost  and  with 
fire: 

-Luke  S.16. 

THE  CHURCH  OF  JESUS  CHRIST 
IN  ANCIENT  TIMES 

Course  No.  12 

Therefore,  O  ye  that  embark  in 
the  service  of  God,  see  that  ye  serve 
him  with  all  your  heart,  might,  mind 
and  strength,  that  ye  may  stand 
blameless  before  God  at  the  last  day. 
—Doctrine  and  Covenants  4:2. 

OUR  STANDARD  WORKS 

Course  No.  14 

And  ye  shall  know  the  truth,  and 
the  truth  shall  make  you  free, 

-/o/m  8:32. 

GOOD  TIDINGS  TO  ALL 

PEOPLE 

Course  No.  16 

.  .  .  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love, 

joy,  peace,  longsuffering,  gentleness, 

goodness,  faith. 

Meekness,  temperance:  against 
such  there  is  no  law. 

-Galatians5:22,25. 

PROVING  YOUR  PEDIGREE 
Course  No.  20 

In  the  spirit  world  those  who  have 
got  the  victory  go  on  and  prepare 
the  way  for  those  who  live  in  the 
flesh,  fulfilling  the  work  of  saviors 
on  Mount  Zion. 

—Discourses  of  Brigham  Young, 
page  604  (1925ed.). 

THE  NEW  TESTAMENT: 
THE  ACTS  AND  THE  EPISTLES 
Course  No.  26 

But  Peter  said  unto  him.  Thy 
money  perish  with  thee,  because 
thou  hast  thought  that  the  gift  of 
God  may  be  purchased  with  money. 

-Acts  8:20. 


Value  of  Memorization 

What  Scripture  Memorization 
Has  Meant  to  Me 
TpO  the  people  gathered  by  the  sea- 
shore Jesus  declared,  "I  am  the 
living  bread  which  came  down  from 
heaven:  if  any  man  eat  of  this  bread, 
he  shall  live  forever."  (John  6:51.) 
Again,  to  the  woman  of  Samaria  at 
Jacob's  well,  Jesus  offered  "living 
uxiter."  {John  4:10.)  "...  a  well  of 
water  springing  up  into  everlasting 
life."  (Mn4:14.) 

Memorized  scripture,  witnessing 
the  Christ,  rising  up  into  my  con- 
sciousness from  time  to  time  by  day 
and  night  has  been  to  me  as  living 
food  and  drink  to  ease  my  hunger 
and  to  slake  my  thirst  for  godly  life 
while  in  this  mortal  world. 

—Lynn  A.  McKinlay. 


PARENT  AND  YOUTH 

Course  No.  25 

.  .  .  The  Lord  God  gave  unto  man 
that  he  should  act  for  himself. 

Wherefore,  men  are  free  according 
to  the  flesh;  .  .  .  they  are  free  to 
choose  liberty  and  eternal  life, 
through  the  great  mediation  of  all 
men,  or  to  choose  captivity  and 
death,  according  to  the  captivity  and 
power  of  the  devil.  .  .  . 

-2  Nep/ii  2:16,  27. 

AN  INTRODUCTION  TO 
THE  GOSPEL 
Course  No.  28 
.  .  .  When  the  light  rested  upon 
me   I   saw  two   Personages,   whose 
brightness  and  glory  defy  all  descrip- 
tion, standing  above  me  in  the  air. 
One  of  them  spake  unto  me,  calling 
me  by  name,  and  said,  pointing  to 
the  other—This  is  My  Beloved  Son, 
Hear  Him! 

—Joseph  Smith  2 :  17. 
(Pearl  of  Great  Price. ) 
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Ibow  ®ur  :f6(ble  Came  to  me 


By  Virgtl  B.  Smith 


P^ROM  the  mines  of  information  in  our  libraries  we 
should  dig  out  all  we  can  about  the  Holy  Bible. 
The  chart  accompanying  this  article  gives,  at  a 
glance,  the  story  of  how  we  got  our  present  Bible. 
Dates  vary  among  historians.  Therefore,  dates  and 
relationships  shown  in  the  chart  are  not  necessarily 
complete. 

Early  Manuscripts  , 

The  original  manuscripts  of  the  books  are  lost,  but 
it  may  be  assumed  that  they  were  of  such  materials 
as  stone,  clay,  papyrus,  parchment,  and  possibly  metal. 

Evidence  shows  that  copies  of  the  early  manu- 
scripts were  made  and  later  translated  from  the  ancient 
languages— Hebrew,  Aramaic,  Greek,  and  others— into 
more  modern  languages.  The  King  James  version  is 
generally  believed  to  be  derived  through  a  translation 
from  the  original  languages  into  Latin,  the  Old  Testa- 
ment having  first  been  translated  into  Greek.  Later 
translations  were  into  Anglo-Saxon  (uren  Fader  dhis  art 
in  heofnas),  into  early  English  (Fader  oure  that  art  in 
heve),  and  into  modern  English  (our  Father  which  art 
in  heaven). 

The  First  Bible  in  English 

In  the  fourteenth  century,  John  Wycliffe  translated 
the  Bible  from  Latin  into  ©Id  English,  with  the  help 
of  a  few  fellow  clergymen.  For  the  first  time  in  Britain 
the  Bible  was  in  the  language  of  the  people.  Many 
hand  copies  were  made  and  distributed  for  use  in  read- 
ing groups.  People  risked  torture  and  death  to  read 
or  hear  passages  of  scripture. 

After  Wycliffie's  death  came  such  significant  devel- 
opments as  the  invention  of  the  printing  press  with 
movable  type,  and  the  compass;  the  discovery  by 
Columbus  of  America;  the  beginning  of  Luther's  re- 
formation movement. 

The  First  Printing  in  English 

It  was  in  1527  that  the  first  printed  and  widely 
distributed  New  Testament  translated  mainly  from 
Greek,  appeared  in  the  contemporary  English  tongue. 
For  this  effort,  William  Tyndale  was  forced  to  flee 
from  England  to  exile  in  1524,  and  finally  was  martyred 
in  1536.  It  is  estimated  that  90%  of  his  translation 
is  found  in  the  King  James  New  Testament. 

Miles  Coverdale's  Bible  of  1536  was  the  first  printed 
English  Bible  to  include  both  Old  and  New  Testaments. 
In  the  following  year  appeared  Matthew's  Bible,  con- 
taining Tyndale's  New  Testament  and  an  Old  Testa- 
ment largely  completed  by  Tyndale  in  manuscript  form 
before  his  death.  Two  years  later  appeared  the  Great 
Bible,  Coverdale's  revision  of  Matthew's  Bible. 


The  Bible  of  Shakespeare 

In  Switzerland  a  group  of  refugees  from  the  English 
church  revised  Tyndale's  work  and  Coverdale's  Bible, 
and  in  1560  published  the  Geneva  Bible.  This  was  the 
first  English  Bible  to  contain  verse  divisions,  and  was 
used  by  Shakespeare.  In  1568  the  English  church  au- 
thorized publication  of  the  Bishop's  Bible  to  supplant 
the  Geneva  Bible  (which  contained  many  notes  un- 
acceptable to  that  church). 

At  this  point  an  English  Bible  not  part  of  the  King 
James  Bible's  ancestry  was  published  for  Roman  Catho- 
lics. This  was  the  New  Testament  published  at  Rheims 
in  1582  and  the  Old  Testament  published  at  Douai 
in  1610. 

The  Authorized  Version 

The  King  James,   or  Authorized  Version,   was   in 
preparation  for  seven  years  under  appointment  from 
James  I,  who  was  himself  a  Bible  scholar.   During  the  ^w 
three  and  one-half  centuries  since  its  publication  in  ^^^ 
1611,  it  has  been  the  Bible  of  most  English-speaking  ^^^ 
people  except  Catholics,  who  use  the  Douai  Bible. 

Regarding  revisions  since  1611,  President  J.  Reuben 
Clark,  Jr.  has  carefully  pointed  out  what  is  acceptable 
to  us:  "The  Inspired  Version  of  the  Prophet,  so  far 
as  finished,  supports  the  King  James  Version  in  all 
essentials  on  this  point  of  the  Godhood  of  Jesus  the 
Christ.  .  .  .  This  Church  cannot  accept  any  version 
that  takes  from  Jesus  the  Christ  any  attribute  of  God- 
hood."^ 

Joseph  Smith's  Inspired  Revision 

The  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  began  an  inspired  re- 
vision of  the  King  James  version  after  the  Church  was 
organized.  He  had  gone  through  the  Bible  by  July  2, 
1833,  revising  as  the  Lord  permitted.  There  were  errors 
he  did  not  correct,  and  subjects  he  did  not  touch 
before  his  death,  although  he  had  hoped  to  complete 
more  of  the  work  of  revision.  The  Church  has  never 
formally  adopted  this  revision  as  scripture,  except  for 
the  parts  in  the  Pearl  of  Great  Price.  However,  the 
Church  has  a  copy  of  it,  and  can  publish  it  "whenever 
the  Lord  indicates  that  it  should  be  done."^ 

Sources  consulted  were  Harpers  Bible  Dictionary, 
by  Miller,  New  York,  1952;  How  We  Got  Our  Bible, 
by  J.  P.  Smyth,  Harpers,  New  York,  1912;  Encyclopedia 
Brittanica;  "Our  Bible,"  by  J.  Reuben  Clark,  jr.,  Book- 
craft,  1954,  Salt  Lake  City;  "The  Eighth  Article  of 
Faith,"  by  Adam  S.  Bennion,  The  Instructor,  August, 
1955,  "The  Editor's  Table,"  by  Joseph  Fielding  Smith, 
The  Improvement  Era,  Vol.  17,  Part  I. 

Students  of  Sunday  School  Courses  No.  12,  14,  26, 
and  28  will  find  this  chart  particularly  helpful  in  their 
studies. 


i"Onr  Bible."  page  9. 
^"Editor's  Table,"  page   596. 
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The  King  James,  or  Authorized  Version, 

"as  far  as  it  is  translated  correctly/'  has 

been  the  version  accepted  by  this  Church 

since  it  was  organized. 

President  J.  Reuben  Clark,  Jr. 
"OurBibie" 
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MR.  DeMILLE  in  action 
A  trickle  was  Niagara. 

npHIS  was  Marathon  Street  in  Hollywood.  We* 
•■■  hopped  out  of  the  cab,  and  stepped  briskly 
through  the  huge  black  metal  gate  bearing  the  personal 
seal  of  Cecil  B.  DeMille,  who  has  been  called  "colossus 
among  showmen." 

An  officer  in  a  sentry  house  stopped  us.  Our  friend, 
Arnold  Friberg,  was  soon  there  to  greet  us.  An  eminent 
illustrator,  Arnold  was  assisting  Mr.  DeMille  with  his 
production,  The  Ten  Commandments. 

In  one  of  the  large,  gymnasium-like  Paramount 
Studio  buildings  we  found  the  movie-taking  in  action. 
Across  one  high  wall  was  a  backdrop  of  purple.  When 
the  hghts  went  up,  it  became  a  gorgeous  blue— a  Holly- 
wood sky.  On  the  set  was  a  massive  pink-gray  rock, 
split  by  the  trickle  of  a  stream.  The  rock  was  touched 
with  bright  green  vines  and  tufts  of  tall  grass.  In 
front  of  the  rock  was  a  path  winding  through  low 
bushes.  In  one  corner  a  gray  goat  and  two  white  kids 
were  feeding— the  goat  on  the  grass,  the  kids  on  the 
goat. 

Standing  on  an  eminence  near  the  huge  rock  was 
a  young,  bearded  outlaw  shepherd.  His  tanned,  sinewy 
frame  was  draped  with  skins.  He  carried  a  staff.  This 
was  Moses,  portrayed  by  Charlton  Heston,  on  the 
foothills  of  Sinai. 

About  to  begin  her  ascent  up  the  path  was  a  beau- 
tiful young  maiden  robed  in  white,  with  a  plum-colored 
sash,  earrings,  two  gold  bracelets  on  her  right  arm, 
and  a  flowing  tan  headdress  that  reached  to  her  san- 
daled feet.  On  her  head  she  carried  a  leather-covered 
basket.  She  was  Sephora  (biblical  Zipporah),  daughter 
of  Jethro,  priest  of  Midian.  Yvonne  DeCarlo  played 
the  role. 

Some  fifty  studio  staflf  members  and  others  stood 
or  sat  around  the  set.  Perched  high  on  a  chair  in  the 
center  of  it  all,  immediately  in  front  of  the  big  Vista- 
Vision  camera,  was  the  production's  creator  and  genius 
—Cecil  Blount  DeMille.  His  pinkish  brown  pastel  shirt 
was  open  at  the  collar.    His  ivy-green  coat  was  off. 

"George  R.  Hill,  general  Sunday  School  superintendent;  Wayne  G. 
Brown  and  the  writer,  both  of  the  Sunday  School  General  Board. 
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His  baldish  head  was  bent  intently  forward,  like  a 
schoolmaster's  before  a  class.  Perspiration  on  his  fore- 
head glittered  under  the  bright  lights.  His  keen  eyes 
looked  out  from  behind  lenses  in  transparent  rims. 

Mr.  DeMille  adjusted  his  earphone,  then  called, 
"Ready  ...  action!"  Sephora  began  walking  stoically 
up  the  path  to  meet  Moses.  Then  they  chatted,  about 
Sephora's  God.  Mr.  DeMille  suggested  some  improve- 
ments in  the  action.  The  scene  was  repeated.  The 
director  still  was  not  satisfied.  "Let's  turn  off  'Niagara,' " 
he  called.   The  trickle  down  the  rock  stopped. 

An  auburn-haired  woman  with  a  black  blouse 
touched  up  Miss  DeCarlo's  face.  A  still  cameraman 
clicked  a  picture.  Then  again  Mr.  DeMille's  voice 
boomed:  "Ready  .  .  .  action!"  Again  Miss  DeCarlo, 
a  picture  of  comely  composure,  began  her  stroll  up 
the  path. 

"Very  good  action,"  Mr.  DeMille  said,  kindly.  "But 
I  hear  something  humming.  Where  is  it?"  Assistants 
began  looking  up  searchingly  toward  the  lights  and 
the  ventilator. 

"Quiet!"  the  director  called.  In  a  second  the  entire 
set  was  as  still  as  a  desert  night— except  for  a  faint 
hum  that  only  a  rabbit  could  hear.  But  Cecil  B.  De- 
Mille heard  it. 

The  scene  was  repeated.  "Hold  it!"  the  director 
again  stopped  the  action.  "Airplane,"  he  explained. 
He  was  probably  the  only  person  in  the  house  who 
heard  it. 

It  was  exactly  11  times  that  the  scene  was  repeated, 
after  everything  had  been  put  in  studiti-perfect  order, 
before  Cecil  B.  DeMille  nodded  his  approval.  It  was 
Saturday  night  .  ,  .  getting  late. 

The  perspiring  dynamo  climbed  out  of  his  chair, 
greeted  his  daughter  briefly,  and  strolled  over  to  us. 
His  coat  was  thrown  over  his  shoulders.  His  tie  hung 
loosely  around  his  neck.  With  the  humility  and  excite- 
ment of  a  child,  he  answered  our  questions  about 
The  Ten  Commandments.  It  would  cost  approximately 
$13,500,000.  The  completed  movie  would  run  about 
three  and  one-half  hours.  As  many  as  26  sound  tracks 
had  been  melted  into  one  in  producing  some  of  the 
scenes.  ^ 

As  wl^eft  him  there  in  the  studio,  Mr.  DeMille 
paused,  looked  at  us  like  an  ancient  prophet,  and  said: 
"You  know,  in  my  74  years  I  have  learned  one  great 
lesson.  It  is  that  the  most  powerful  thing  in  the  world 
is  prayer." 

We  wandered  through  the  Paramount  lot,  and  soon 
found  ourselves  in  the  colorful,  museum-like  office  of 
Cecil  B.  DeMille.  He  was  already  there,  getting  ready 
to  leave.  He  took  us  to  a  stack  of  several  stone  tablets. 
"Here  they  are,  carved  right  out  of  Sinai's  granite,"  he 
explained.  They  were  reddish  gray,  about  one  inch 
thick,  about  two  by  three  feet,  with  one  end  rounded. 
"They  were  etched  in  Egypt,  too,"  he  said.  "In  the 
figures  of  Moses'  time." 

"When  do  you  sleep?"  I  asked.  "For  about  three 
hours  from  exhaustion,"  he  twinkled.  "Then  for  the 
next  six  hours  the  reels  turn  in  my  head."  Before  we 
left  his  office,  I  counted  19  red  pencils  in  a  container 
on  his  desk. 

As  we  left  the  studios,  a  young  artist  stopped  to 
talk  with  us.    "This  is  it,"  he  concluded,  admiringly. 
"Mr.  DeMille  is  shooting  for  perfection  in  this  one." 
We  agreed. 

—Wendell  J.  Ashton. 


